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Dear Reader, 

There is reason to believe that these 
letters were a comfort to her to whom 
they were addressed. They are printed 
in the hope that they may prove useful 
to you. God grant it may be so ! 
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LETTER I. 



PRAYER A TEST OF FAITH. 



My dear Mother, 

It has pleased God to separate us in 
this world more than we had either of us 
ever anticipated. I had hoped, from the 
last conversation which we had together 
on the subject, to have become a spiritual 
comfort to you, for the years which re- 
main, as well as an earthly support ; but 
the only way in which this can now be 
accomplished is, by my frequently writ- 
ing to you ; and if I every now and then 
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spend a Sunday evening in this manner, 
I trust that the same object may be ac- 
complished. If you keep these letters 
they may perhaps prove a comfort to 
myself, when I have finished my course, 
and am preparing my own self for the 
grave. 

The first point to which, as a dying 
Christian, I should wish to direct my 
attention, would be to examine carefully 
the state of my own heart, as to my faith 
— to see as clearly and distinctly as I 
could, that I was trusting on the right 
object — that I was building on a rock. 
The rock on which I should wish to have 
built, and to be building, when I come 
to die, is the merits of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. To trust on this 
is to trust on a foundation which cannot 
fail us, and the only point which requires 
much care, is to see that we have trust- 
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ed, and are trusting, not in word, but in 
deed. In order to ascertain this point, 
although obedience be the best test, 
while we are engaged in the active pur- 
suits of life, yet as a humble Christian 
will rightly esteem his obedience very 
lowly, so if in his latter and less active 
days he examine his faith by his obe- 
dience, he will be apt to despair, I 
should prefer looking at my faith by the 
habit of praying which my mind had, or 
had not acquired. He who really be- 
lieves that his only hope of salvation is 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, will surely be 
in the habit of lifting up his heart in 
prayer continually. Not so much the 
engaging in regular and formal acts of 
worship, as a constant recurrence to 
Jesus as a Saviour. When the remem- 
brance of former sins or negligence comes 
over us, and we feel ashamed of our- 

B 2 



selves, (which probably we shall do very 
often) then the soul says at once, ^'Lord, 
save us; we perish:" and the faith of 
the Christian adds, ' Thou hast promised, 
and thou wilt save/ Here is, in fact, the 
comfort of our holy religion. It does not 
leave us at all dependent upon ourselves. 
I know that I have tried to obey God 
and to be conformed to the will of God ; 
but I cannot help feeling that my endea- 
vours after this have been very inade- 
quate: but thanks be to God I have 
something better than this to which I 
can trust. " Thou, Lord, canst save." 
" Of thy mercy. Lord, grant this favour 
to me." Such a faith enables us to 
address ourselves to Jesus as a friend, 
and such a habit of praying is the best 
proof of our faith. I do not see how 
any one can pray constantly unless they 
believe. I would not trust any belief 
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which did not produce a habit of praying, 
and I would not mistrust any faith which 
was seen in the earnestness of our prayer. 
God bless you, my dear Mother. 



LETTER II. 



DRAWING NIGH TO GOD. 



My dear Mother, 

As to what you ask me about prayer, 
the difficulty seems to me to consist 
rather in the manner in which we ask, 
than in that for which we ask. Generally 
speaking, we bear great things much 
better than small things, for this reason : 
when the object is of importance, then 
we seek for God's help. We probably 
obtain a portion of assistance in answer 
to our petitions, and we try to govern 
ourselves under the dispensation in con- 
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formity to Gocfs will. We refer the 
whole matter to a higher Power, and 
therefore we are enabled to act more 
consistently with God's will; and we 
do act so. The eflFect of the greatness 
of the object is to bring us, while doing 
anything concerning it, immediately into 
the presence of our God. Our own 
minds are so aflFected. The real mean- 
ing of " Thy will be done,** is, Grant me 
grace to act in conformity to thy blessed 
will while I am engaged about this mat- 
ter. He who believes that God is omni- 
potent, knows that God's will must be 
done ; if not by us, through our obe- 
dience, yet in us, through our punish- 
ment. When therefore I say, ** Thy 
will be done," I mean. May I do thy 
will. May those for whom I pray, do 
thy will ; and the only difference as to 
whether the matter is great or small, is 
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as to whether it does or does not bring 
our minds^ by its apparent importance, 
immediately before the presence of God. 
A person may pray as to great matters 
in an improper manner ; but the mere 
fact of praying will have the tendency 
of bringing their minds into a right 
frame. It makes us refer the whole 
matter to God. The person may open 
his lips and express his desires without 
referring the whole decision to Grod, in 
great matters as well as small ; but this 
want of saying ** Thy will be done," is 
equally faulty in both cases, and as far 
as it goes, destroys the whole nature of 
prayer. But in small matters we are 
perhaps more liable to do this than in 
great ones : the idea of less importance 
in the subject disposes us perhaps to fall 
into this error ; but otherwise I do not 
see how the importance or the non-im- 



portance of the subject-matter can at 
affect the nature of our prayers. The 
terms ' great' and 'small' are nothing 
in the eyes of Him who governs the uni- 
verse. All our concerns are small, infi- 
nitely small, to him ; but his mercy 
deigns to look upon them. But there is 
in praying, an expression of our wishes 
which is not in conformity to the will of. 
God ; and as we shall be more apt to! 
run into this in matters of relatively less 
importance to ourselves, it will appear 
that the smallness of the object is the 
cause of the error : if we pray rightly — 
if we pray, " Thy will be done," I do 
not see how we can be wrong in our pe- 
titions for the smallest matters. Indeed 
I should say that the habit of secretly 
lifting up our hearts to God in prayer 
on all subjects, is the one of all othere 
which is most likely to correct any thing 
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wrong in our tempers. You complain 
of wandering in your prayers, and this 
is one of the most difficult things to cor- 
rect, that I know of. I am sure I do 
not know how to correct it. It partly 
arises from old age. Your mind, less 
strong than it used to be, wanders, no 
doubt, on all subjects ; but beyond this, 
I dare say there is a wandering which 
you cannot excuse ; I can only give you 
general directions. Ask God to forgive 
us for Christ's sake. Ask God to assist 
us through his Holy Spirit : utter pray- 
ers on this subject frequently. He who 
cannot pray for an hour together with 
proper attention, may, if he can keep up 
his attention for a short time, pray fre- 
quently for that short time, and so effect 
the same purpose. That about which 
we cannot exert ourselves earnestly for a 
long time, we must exert ourselves about 
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earnestly and frequently for a shorter 
period. That which we cannot accom- 
plish by our own strength, we must 
pray to be able to perform, through 
strength from above. That which we 
feel to be deficient, we must freely ac- 
knowledge, and pray to be pardoned, — 
pray to be accepted through Him who 
died for us, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
God grant that we may both do so. 



LETTER III. 



WANDERING IN PRAYER, 



My dear Mother, 

My last letter on the subject of prayer 
was founded upon the idea, that prayer 
is an asking of something from God, — 
and so, strictly speaking, all prayer is ; 
but it may be remarked, that this view 
of the subject renders it impossible that 
an old person should have the same fa- 
cility of praying which is possessed by 
those who are younger. In early life 
there are very many things for which a 
young Christian may pray. Life has 
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many dangers to alarm — many pleasures! 
to bestow : much to be sought for, muchJ 
to be avoided in a religious point of view;! 
but to the old, there is but one thing torn 
be asked for themselves, — that the work] 
of sanctification may be going on 
their hearts till God sees fit to take them ;1 
and with regard to others, they havej 
seen enough of the uncertainty of all ' 
earthly goods not to be very anxious. 
For myself, perhaps I may feel some 
anxiety about my success in life, it is 
wrong, but still I may feel it; but 1 can- 
not be anxious whether little be a 

country Curate or a Bishop. I can by 
no means pretend to say which I should 
prefer for him. God must know best, 
and be must decide. Therefore an old 
person, one who deems themselves near 
the grave, can have very little variety of 
objects. May God forgive me and take 
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me to heaven, comprehends all : there is 
no mean step, it must at the eleventh 
hour be all his doing : — all his mercy. — 
There is no question of duty. The young 
have the same mercy alone to look to, 
as the cause of our acceptance ; but there 
is much to be done, and much in which 
I have to inquire what the will of God 
is, — to find out what God would wish 
me to do, and to pray for his guidance 
and help to make the heart willing and 
able to perform his will. If therefore 
we confine our ideas of prayer to this, 
there is much reason why the contin- 
uance in fervent prayer should be easier 
to the young ; and as there is one centre to 
which all the wishes of the old tend, so a 
frequent looking at that centre, for a short 
time, will probably be more useful than a 
longer continuance in prayer, where the 
mind may probably become wearied. 
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But if we look at prayer as a turning 
of the heart to God, a holding an inter- 
course with God in our own hearts, I 
think the contrary would be the case. The 
nearness of our death, the hope that we 
shall soon be joined to the servants of 
God in heaven, and meet those again 
from whom we have been separated ; — all 
bring the mind into a state most ready 
for meditating vividly on God and all 
things belonging to religion. Not per- 
haps the passing whole hours in thinking 
of nothing but God, but never passing 
an hour without thinking of him. The 
mind of an old person is not capable of 
continuing a strong train of meditation 
for a very long time together ; therefore 
I do not see any reason why it should 
distress an old Christian if they cannot 
keep the mind as much fixed on this sub- 
ject as they would wish ; if the mind 
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wishes to fix itself on the subject, it will 
often recur to it. If the mind is impati- 
ent under sufierings, if the temper is un- 
christian as the body decays, the person 
is probably not under the governance 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit; 
here is a positive opposition of a 
mind not under the rule of Chris- 
tianity, and there is reason for mourning 
for such a state of mind ; but that the 
mind cannot pray as earnestly, as contin- 
uously as it ought, seems a subject for 
regret, because, when my prayers are 
most needed, they are least strenuously 
put up ; but does there seem any reason 
for wondering at it ? for mourning for it 
as a sin ? I confess that I conceive it 
would be a more Christian temper, if in 
our prayers we regarded it as a weakness 
incident to old age, which is one of the 
evils to which we are exposed in drawing 
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near to» and passing through the valley 
of death. I confess that with my pre- 
sent feelings I should in your case rather 
strive and pray against those mental 
evils which I considered as faults. The 
Spirit of God can alone bring the mind 
to a due sense of its wants and weak- 
nesses, and I believe, that an examina- 
tion of our actual wants is the best means 
of making our prayers more earnest. 
May God, ray dear Mother, enable you 
to see wherein your own state of mind is 
less pleasing to him. May this make 
your prayers as earnest as you wish, and 
may those prayers be granted through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 



LETTER IV. 



\ 



MIRACLES AND PRAYER. 



My dear Mother, 

The subject which you propose to me 
is that of miracles, and particularly I 
suppose their connection with us of the 
present day ; and why I preferred them, 
even now, to prophecies, as a testimony 
to ourselves. If we regard the mkracle 
merely as a proof of the presence of a 
divine power, my observation would 
hardly hold good, but if we look at the 
adjuncts, if we look at the circumstances 
which accompany the miracle, I think 
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we shall derive more spiritual profit from 
it than from the prophecy. The pro- 
phecy acts mostly, I may say entirely, 
on the understanding. Here is an event 
predicted many years before it came to 
pass, therefore there is a decided proof 
of the finger of God. As far as the 
understanding is concerned, the convic- 
tion is perfect, and with regard to a scep- 
tic, it is incontrovertible ; but the imper- 
fect Christian who wishes to have his 
faith made more strong, admits the finger 
of God, and the truth of revelation, with- 
out any hesitation — ^therefore the conclu- 
sion to be drawn from prophecy does not 
advance him one step. Now as far as 
the external evidence is concerned, the 
miracle, if believed, produces the same 
effbct. It is not so convincing to the 
sceptic, because He may deny the facts, 
but it shows the believer one more in- 
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Stance of the interference of God ; and 
this is all, — but if we look at the msuiner 
in which the miracles were performed in 
the several instances^ we shall not cmly 
discover the way in which God treated 
his creatures, but we may see how the 
finger of God was interposed for the 
benefit of man, and we therefore may 
hope that the same power will supply 
our wants. In the case of the lame man 
at Bethesda, we see an instance of a per- 
petual miracle, in the troubling of the 
water, of which the poor man could not 
partake on account of his want of friends, 
Christ showed a power more than equal to 
this perpetual miracle ; as far as the mere 
miracle can go, this is all. But look at 
the circumstances. Here is an individual 
who from external circumstances cannot 
partake of the ordinary blessings which 
God bestows ; and our Saviour su{^lies 
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his need and grants him his desire. If 
an individual is from some circumstances 
deprived of the ordinary blessings of 
which most Christians partake: — If from 
age he is unable to attend the public ser- 
vices of the church, — or if from situa- 
tion he is obliged to forego them, — aud if 
he sensibly feels the ill eifects upon him- 
self, so that he finds himself unable to 
advance in spiritual matters as he would 
wish, may he not bring home the circum- 
stances of this miracle to himself; aud 
hope that notwithstanding he is unable to 
derive advantage from the customary trou- 
bling of the water, he may nevertheless 
find a merciful Saviour who will compas-^ 
sionate his wants. Take it more home. A 
person from age and infirmity is unable to 
pray as they would wish. They find 
their attention flag, their earnestness der 
cay after a momentary warmth. Thejrj 
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have sought for relief in prayer, and in 
all the ordinary means, and they have 
not obtained that relief which they hoped 
for. The mind still feels the infirmity 
of years, and they still experience that 
want of energetic prayer which the con- 
sciousness of their need makes them de- 
sire to use. To look at the case as an 
ordinary method in which God would 
deal with his servants, is to bid the per- 
son despair. If God grant not such 
grace as may overcome my infirmity, 
at least in a great measure, how can I 
hope that he will pardon and accept 
me ? I^ook at this miracle. Christ did 
not help the poor man into the pool, 
but he cured him without. We cannot 
expect that God will give you back those 
faculties which the weight of seventy 
years have taken away, but we may 
hope, and I do and will pray, that he 
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may accept your prayers, with all their 
imperfection, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 



LETTER V. 



INTERCE880RT P&ATER. 



My dear Mother, 

I HAVE to-day reason to be thankful, 
and I only pray God that this blessing 
may continue. I wonld request all my 
friends to join in this petition. I own 
myself I never felt my own helplessui^HS 
so much as I do now. Here (me sees at 
every turn the fact, that with man it is 
impossible : and one's only comfort is, 
that with God all things are possible ; 
and I would ask you and all who love 
me, to join in this prayer, that my weak- 



ness may be made effectual by God' 
strength, It is frequently a long time 
before the Christian becomes acquainted 
with the value of mutual intercession. 
It mixes up the love of God and the' 
love of man more than any other act. 
It does great good to ourselves. It is 
calculated to be a great benefit to those 
for whom we pray. It does great good 
for ourselves. When I pray for another 
person, I of course ask for such things 
as I believe will prove a real blessing to 
the party for whom the prayer is offered 
up, and which will be pleasing and ac- 
ceptable to Grod. This, then, as it refines 
and purifies our wishes, by framing them 
all in subserviency to the will of God, 
teaches our own hearts what is really 
worth praying for, and makes us wish 
for ourselves those things which 
that it is right to pray for for another. 
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A religious mother might not unnaturally 
wish that her son might rise in the worM 
and be advanced to an eminent istatioii) 
but she could hardly pray for this. If 
she began to frame her wishes into the 
form of a prayer, there would arise so 
total a reference to the wisdom of Godi 
that she would request the Almighty to 
do with him what was best. It would 
be absurd to ask for a station which 
might prove a curse, and a religious 
person would not dare to pray for that, 
which they might secretly desire • The 
very act therefore of praying for her son, 
might cure her, and prevent her from 
forming unreasonable wishes. And the 
habit of thus correcting our prayers and 
wishes about others, would prevent us 
from forming unreasonable wishes with 
r^ard to ourselves ; and make us refer 
every thing to God. Secondly, it will 
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benefit the party prayed for, without 
looking to the bles^g which it may 
please God to bestow on such interces- 
sk>n. How could any human being 
venture to be careless about his own 
salvation, when he knows that son^ 
dear friend is interceding for him at the 
throne . of grace ? It is said that the 
poor wretch who murdered the late 
Mr.. Perceval was never softened at all, 
till ,he heard that Mr^^. Perceval and the 
children had been praying God to soften 
his heart. The blessing thus indirectly 
granted may probably be the very, an- 
swer to our prayers which the Almighty 
vouchsafes ; for who shall venture to 
trace the secret connection between 
cause and effect in spiritual things ? but 
who would confine the blessing to these 
two points which have been mentioned. 
There is a bl6ssing of earthly joy richly 
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bestowed upon the prayer offered up in 
intercession for another, — a feeling which 
brings the mind nearer to God than any 
thing else perhaps in the world, — and a 
secret comfort, when one can believe 
that such petitions are heard and an- 
swered, beyond any earthly feeling ; — a 
feeling which must be nearer the bless- 
edness of heaven than any other of which 
we are sensible while we continue in 
the flesh. There is a real blessing in 
being allowed to think that our exertions 
have been made spiritually beneficial 
to a dear friend, which is beyond any 
other; and why need one conceal tjie 
hope that the prayers of others have 
been heard with reference to oneself, 
— the hope that God has been pleased 
to correct what is evil* in ourselves, 
through the intercessions of those who 
have been praying for us. My dear 
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Mother, God has so placed me now that 
I may become a great spiritual blessing 
to thousands ; so that the good I may be 
enabled to do, may prove an everlasting 
blessing to myself. My own success 
may reflect as much good on my own 
soul as on the souls of those who are un- 
der me. I know it cannot be my doing. 
It must come from above ; but I may be 
made the instrument. May God grant 
it, and do you pray for it. May He too 
grant that I may be made a blessing to 
you, and that you may be an everlasting 
blessing to me. It must be God's doing. 
Therefore let us pray for each other. 



LETTER VI. 



INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 



My dear Mother, 

There are two pieces of news which I 
have received during the week which 
have made me think of you ; for as our 
elders gradually drop off the stage, one 
cannot help looking at those who remain 
belonging to the same generation ; and 
remembering that when a very few more 
are gone, I shall be left the eldest member 
of the family circle, if indeed I am ever 
allowed to attain that state. You have 
of course heard of the death of : 
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he seems to have died in a very humble 
frame of mind. The other news is the 

illness of : he seems to be suffering 

greatly, and there appears to be but 
sinall hopes of any release except in 
death ; but I understand that he bears 
his sufferings very patiently ; and trials 
of this sort are converted into blessings 
if received as they are sent. I suppose 
that his sufferings are too great to last 
very long. He needs the prayers of all 
of us. And vsrhat a comfort it is, thus 
to be united in intercessory prayer. It 
gives a religious unity to the servants of 
Christ, which noUiing else could create. 
I have no doubt that you are as constant 
in your prayers for your children as we 
are in remembering you, when we are 
on our knees. I know of no part of my 
daily duty which humbles me more than 
this. It is a great privilege which is 
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allowed us, to send up our petitions fo 
others; but that God should hear/ihi 
prayers of those who have offended^ as:! 
have sinned, is a great mercy. I doubt 
not that others feel their sins and sieM^ 
HefiPB as much as I do or can ; but twt 
kn^DW not of the guilt of others, and we 
do know our own. We may not be 
anvare of the full extent of it ; but vtre 
know more than enough to condemn jis, 
ami we are still allowed to hope that 
God has not only pardoned our sin, bujt 
3irili.hear us when we pray for others 
who are far less guilty than ourselves. 
Ood promises to hear the prayers of the 
rigbteoc^ ; and when I venture to pray 
for others, it then comes forcibly home 
to me, that I am not righteous-r-not hiV 
so righteous as I might have been, had I 
employed those advantages of which 
God in mercy has made me a partaker ; 
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and if I were less guilty, the Lord of 
heaven would hear my prayer more 
readily for others, and they would be 
more benefited. God has been very 
merciful to me ; and though he has pun- 
ished me, he has not punished me half 
as much as I deserve ; but it is a sad 
aggravation to one's sorrow for sin, 
that perhaps others are punished for 
my guilt, because I shall neither 
{Nray as I otherwise should, nor my 
prayer be heard as it otherwise 
would. And when all these thoughts 
come across me, which are mournful 
thoughts,-^mournful because true, — I 
see strongly the blessing of praying for 
each other. Let us go on doing 8o« 
May God bless you, prays — — 



LETTER VII. 



WORLDLY CONCERNS LOSE THEIR INTEREST. 



My dear Mother, 

The subject on which I purpose to 
dwell to-nigh t, is the consideration of tl^ 
merciful dispensation of providence^ 
with regard to the things of this world, 
in making them lose their value as we 
get older. The ordinary course, Mrilh 
regard to worldly affairs is this ; in early 
life they interest us very much ; by de" 
grees they lose their interest, and before 
we die we hardly care about them. — 
There are many, very many exceptions 



WORLDLY CONCBBNS. 36 

to this rule — for most men set up some 
false and fictitious object of pursuit, in 
which they continue to interest them- 
selves even to their latest hour ; ** the 
ruling passion, strong in death ;" but if 
they pursue worldly things as they ought 
to be pursued, the worldly things will 
lose their value. And that which always 
strikes me, is the mercy and wisdom of 
this arrangement. While we are young, 
worldly things appear of great value, 
sdl our mind and faculties are engaged 
in seeking them. This creates activity ; 
religion calls upon us not to seek these 
thrngfi with so much earnestness, and 
thereat trial of our faith is to wean u$i 
from worldly pursuits. But as there 
wtmld^ bci^ no trial unless there was a 
valtte ' tfttacbed to the thing sought; ^o 
there ^ould be no preparation for hea- 
ven unless we had learnt that earthly 

D 2 
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things were not in themselves . vakiabk* 
This may be taught us while we are 
young, but it is in fact very rarely tauigbt 
us; and the mercy of God consistis in 
this, that we are forced to learn this , n^* 
cessary lesson by the ordinary course of 
human events, — men whether they are 
religious or no^ learn it, except in those 
cases where their minds have kept \\p a 
fictitious value ; as for. money, or faiQie^ 
or power. But then it may be remarkied^ 
that in each of these cases the- thi^g va- 
lued is valuable at all times as a m^ans 
of doing God service, and only wrong, 
because it is valued without any refer- 
ence to that end ; and the m^re .&^t 
that it is valued without reference to any 
end, is the best proof of its being wrc^g« 
It ought to be valued in order to perforpi 
the will of God, — it is valued when the 
individual can no longer hope to do God 
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service by it. He has therefore set it 
up as an idol, and so fallen down and 
worshipped the work of his own hands. 
And the practical point which I would 
wish to place before you, is that any an- 
xiety about worldly things is not only an 
evil, as it is, at all times of our life ; but 
it is peculiarly a hindrance to your spi- 
ritual progress, because it argues some 
false object unnaturally continued in the 
mind beyond the natural course of things. 
I should be very glad if my money con- 
cerns could be 'managed by another. 
Excuse me for mentioning this subject, 
but I could not help seeingthat accounts 
tnwibled your mind more than can be, I 
think, necessary. Our accounts must be 
prtKlently and regularly managed, but 
they may be made a snare to us. One 
af Bishop Ridley *s last acts was the set- 
ling a worldly transaction ; but I own 
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that to one declining in the quiet way of 
old age, I had rather have nothing to do 
with worldly concerns any more than I 
could help ; and the means whereby I 
should endeavour to accomplish this, 
would be by trying to pray for a com- 
posed spirit with regard to all worldly 
matters, whenever I found my mind 
turning to the consideration of earthly 
concerns. I speak the more on this 
point because I feel my own weakness 
about it ; and we will therefore mutually 
pray for each other, that God will make 
us seek the glories of heaven tibiroiigli 
Jesus Christ and not trouble ourselves 
about this world. 



LETTER VIII. 



MONEY MATTERS. 



My DiiAB Mqtheb, 

In8tbad of writing to you on general 
subjects^ on such ordinary points as 
might concern any one else as much 9s 
yourself, I think I shall be doing much 
better if I speak my mind freely on one 
or two particulars in which I am some- 
times afraid that you are to a certain de- 
gree deceiving yourself. One is with 
regard to money matters. You have so of- 
ten and apparently with sincerity desired 
me to speak the truth, that I have no 



40 LBTTBR VHI4 

doubt that you will not be angry, even M 
I am in the wrong. I can only my wbtt k 
think, and my thoughts are as liable to 
error as those of another. I think that 
the only safe way about money matteni 
is to give them up altogether. There are 
only two ways in which the mind of 
any one can be at rest on money mati- 
ters, — one is by knowing one's own con- 
cerns fully, and seeing that one shall ha?e 
money to spare after all one's expences ; 
the other is, if the whole be gi?en 
up to another whom one can trust. : If 
you prefer this, I will make any arrange- 
ments to this effect ; for I cannot help 
thinking that if you gave up, even the 
knowledge of your balance at your baiik*^ 
ers, you would be wise. With regard to 
charitable donations, we sometimes, de* 
ceive ourselves about our gifts. If I give 
money to a friend or relation wha is in 
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pecuniary distress, I should put this down 
as money spent in alms. If I gave because 
I liked the person, though they were 
not in distress, I should deem it money 
q>ent to please myself; a wise way of 
spending money, but not charity. There- 
hrSi situated as we are, I should esteem 

money given to as charity, but I 

should not consider that and — — are 

in such a state as to receive a charitable 
donation from you, and I must add, that 
if it were charity to any one of them, it 

would be to , as far as I can see. 

When therefore you have settled in your 
own mind what portion of your income 
you ought to spend in charity, I should 
distribute it as I thought best, putting 

some into the hands of , and some 

periiaps in — — hands ; if I myself were 
not quite rich enough already some might 
be given to , but I have more than 
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enough ; God grant that I may never be- 
come covetous. My dear mother, do 
pray for me in this, and I will pray for 
you. 



LETTER IX. 



THY SERVICE IS PERFECT FREEDOM. 



My dear Mother, 

There is an expression in the Com- 
mon Prayer: '* Thy service is perfect 
freedom," on^rhich I v^ill say something. 
If we look back and see the subjects by 
which during life our minds have been 
the most harassed, we shall see that 
they have been all such, that in them we 
have been unduly pursuing some object 
of our own. Benevolus is most anxious 
to do good to his fellow-creatures, but he 
wishes to improve them in his own way. 
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He is eager to promote ten thousand 
schemes of reforming others and of set-^ 
ting them right, and he thinks that he 
has sincerely entered into the service of 
God ; but he does not find that freedom 
which is here spoken of. He is frequent- 
ly the prey to very angry passions, and 
complains not only that the world does 
not estimate his exertions fairly, but that 
the objects of his solicitude are the most 
ungrateful of the human species. He 
fancies himself thwarted, opposed, and 
the victim of many malicious cabals. 
Why does he not find this perfect free- 
dom ? because in reality he has not yet 
entered into the service of God ; he iiS 
still serving himself; his plans are sueh 
as might occupy the exertions of God's 
servants. The work is God's, but he car- 
ries it not on as if he were God's servant. 
In reality he is serving himself; therefore 
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be is his own slave, and he never will 
find the freedom of which we are speak- 
ing, till he seeks to serve God in good 
earnest; — to seek the glory of God, and 
not the gratification of his own peculiar 
wishes. This case of Benevolus is more 
or less the case of every one of us. We 
mix up our own personal feelings with 
the service of God. Religion is our nomi- 
nal object. Self is really our actual 
object, and while this is the case we 
shall never experience that liberty with 
which Christ would set us free. He 
who is sincerely devoted to the service qf 
God, exerts himself under a full convic- 
tion that the result must come from God 
and God wily, Therefore, when he. has 
adopted all those means which lie with- 
in hb power, he leaves the rest to God; 
saying, "Thy will be done." This is 
Gofd's service, and this will set him free 
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from all anxiety on such a subject. This 
want of success may be the just and ne- 
cessary punishment which is inflicted ooi 
us in God's wisdom and mercy, and itii 
our wisdom to acquiesce ; and we gain a 
perfect freedom when we can throw all 
our care on him, confident that He car*- 
eth for us. The way in whidi I would 
apply the argument to a person in your 
case, is this. In lodging badk: <m 
a past life we must discover many 
things which we might have done 
much better, had we been more entirely 
devoted to God's service. Much of evil 
might have been avoided, much of good 
might have been produced. Granted 
that it might have been so» how cam I be 
free from care and anxiety about this? 
When I see the merciful way in which 
God has disposed of all these events, 
which have been the consequence of my 
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own sins or negligences, I thank God for 
his mercy and proceed onward, knowing 
by faith that the same overruling provi- 
dence which has guided me so long, will 
set me free also from the evil which I 
still find within myself; will ultimately 
free me from the consequences of my 
sin ; if not in this world, at least in the 
next. Placed as you are, you may disco- 
ver much of evil in yourself which you 
cannot hope to remedy. But we serve a 
good and a kind master, who will free us 
from our enemy and from ourselves, and 
will accept us through Jesus Christ our 

That this may be your case and mine, 
prays ydfurs truly. 



LETTER X. 



CHRIST DIED FOB MB. 



Good Fnd»f» 

My dear Mother, 

I WILL not let this holy day pass over 
my head without perforrtiing what I hope 
will be acceptable to you, and what I 
know will be a pleasure, and I trust a 
benefit to myself. If in the common 
course of events I were as near my latter 
end as you must consider yourself to be ; 
if I were looking to that final account 
which we must all give, as being as close 
at hand, as I feel sure that you consider it, 
— my first question to myself would be. 
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whether I believed faithfully on the 
Lord Jesus Christ ? a question to which 
the day as well as its own importance, 
naturally calls our attention. And the 
first point which I should endeavour to 
ascertain, would he, whether the mind 
habitually dwells upon it as its support 
and comfort. In the hour of earthly dif- 
ficulty or danger, the mind of the be- 
liever falls back on the superintending 
care of Providence. When he finds 
himself tempted to despair about worldly 
things!, the christian will say. After all, 
God governs the world. When spiritual 
doubts and misgivings encompass him, 
wheii he looks back on his former sins, 
n^ligonces and ignorances, and behold- 
ii^ their number and the frequency of 
ikeii .jecurreaace, would be tempted to 
despair^ his. . mind rests on this, — Christ 
diedJ^r .piQ^ I^ heart may probably 

E 
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confess that he has never lived as the re- 
deemed of the Lord, he will say, I 
feel that I have not exerted myself as 
one who was purchased with the blood 
of Christ ought to do, but still Christ died 
for me. I own that I am utterly unworthy 
of 80 great a blessing, so great a privUege; 
but not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name be the praise that Chrirt 
Jesus died for me. The more we see of 
evil, of weakness, of want of exettion in 
our former lives, the more does the mind 
recur and rest on this one anchor of the 
soul, and the proof of the practical effi- 
cacy of this thought is not only the in- 
ward comfort which we derive froai such 
a source, but the outward effect it has 
upon OUT lives. The soul which dwetts 
with secret satisfaction on the death of 
Christ, which looks forward in that trust 
to the hour of its own dissolution, in the 



FAITH. 51 

hope of being admitted into the more 
immediate presence of Christ, will strive 
in that portion of earthly existence which 
remain$, to be made more like that Sa- 
viour on whom it trusts. The season of 
those active duties which draw us nearer 
to God, is gone ; the day is so far spent 
that there is absolutely no time for active 
exertion, no strength to carry on any 
works of personal beneficence. All 
that remains is^ with patience to endure 
what God brings upon us, as God would 
have it borne. And here too we have 
the comfort of knowing, not only that 
Christ died for us^ but that \m example 
points out to us how we ought to die. 
He was meek, and patient, and gentle.— 
He was despised and laughed to scorn> 
a^d fats blessed spirit cut off the bitter- 
ness of any such contempt, by trying to 
bless and benefit those who exhibited 

E 2 
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such contumely towards him. As we 
draw nearer to the grave and our out- 
ward faculties decay, a feeling of being 
neglected, — at least, a feeling that our 
opinions and judgment are neglected, is 
apt to grow upon us; this often calls 
forth a painful struggle in the mind ci 
aged parents, and sometimes of petulant 
resistance on the part of children. The 
bearing all this with christian patience 
is often the cup [which our Father hath 
given us. The want of patiently endur- 
ing such trials is the only sin to which 
our state of existence is exposed ; and 
if we would trust in Jesus, we must 
strive to walk like Jesus. Such a trial 
may by God's grace become the test of 
our really trusting* in Christ. Such a 
trial of temper — such a giving way to 
those whom we have been used to guide, 
may be made the proof to our own 
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minds, that we are endeavouring not only 
to trust in him who died for us, but that 
we are striving to walk as he walked ; 
and may become the means whereby we 
may be brought to die more nearly as 
he died, meek, gentle, humble, — patient 
under apparent neglect, and trusting 
altogether in this, that Christ died 
for me. 



LETTER XL 



CRfilST DIED FOlt US. 



Good Friday. 

My dear Mother, 

The day itself dictates the subject on 
which I am to write to you. There is 
but one topic on which, on such an even- 
ing, I ought to meditate, and if I medi- 
tate with my pen, I may communicate 
my thoughts to you. There is one fea- 
ture common I think to all those whom 
we have good grounds for esteeming sin- 
cere Christians, that they are all diffident 
with regard to themselves. They are 
all so fully acquainted with the evil 
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which is in them, that their red thoughts 
will, to those who know hs» of them, 
appear to be rather exagerated descrip* 
tiops of a sinful state of mind thaq. the 
actual condition of th^ir hearts. I can 
fully understand how this should be so, 
especially when the question is discussed 
by those who are not particularly aware 
of the evil which does exist in their own 
minds. If any humble christian were to 
speak the truth concerning himself, no 
one except another christian would be-^ 
lieve him. The mass of his friends would 
not credit his words. Why is this ? Be- 
cause the mass of the world are not st 
all aoqnainted with the nature pf sin. 
How th^n, with this strong Qonsciousnes^ 
of his own iniquities, — with a strong 
eauviction of the heinous nature of sin> 
cw the |[^Mristian hope to be saved ? Mj 
dear Mplther, I will ^11 you why I h^P§ 
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to be saved. When I look at others, I 
see much which I fancy may be pleasing 
and acceptable to God^ which on the 
outside seems so. When I look at my- 
self it is all wrong, all evil. But I look 
at the Bible and I see, '^ Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved." Not, thou shalt save thyself, 
but, *' be saved." I am quite sure I have 
not for many years trusted on any thing 
else ; and I hope I do now believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; — ^not only believe 
that he came to save sinners, but that 
he came to save one, — even me. The 
only point, therefore, which need dis- 
turb me is this : I do not find the fmit 
of this belief displayed in my own life 
and conduct, in such a manner as I am 
sure it ought to be displayed. I do not 
find the tempers of my own soul, such 
as the tempers ought to be of him whom 
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the Son of God hath redeemed. There 
is not that total devotion of mind. There 
is not that seeking of the 07te thing ; I 
should not say that it is utterly wanting, 
but it is not only most imperfect, but it 
is almost wanting. When I ought to be 
praying, my thoughts are wandering. 
When I am preaching, my heart is 
thinking of my own glory or the opinions 
of my hearers, or any thing rather than 
of the glory of that God of whom I am 
the ambassador, I need not go on with 
the details ; when I ought to be serving 
God I am doing any thing else ; and I 
should despair, I should utterly give up 
ray case as lost, were it not for that 
sheet-anchor of a Christian's hope, the 
death of Jesus Christ. When I am dis- 
posed to look on the gloomy side, my 
only comfort is, " Christ died for me 
he can save me ; he can sanctify me ; 



1 
I 



I 



58 LETTBE XI. 

he has shown me so mdch mercy idrea^ 
dy, that I trust he will do so. My dear 
Mother, Christ died for both of ihs ; saIj 
lay hold of the hem of his ganaent. I 
am sure that there must be much of evU 
still clinging to you, and alarming you ; 
especially alarming you when you look 
forward to the hour of death— Kiuties ne^ 
glected — sins committed ; but Grod can 
pardon, God will spare. When I look 
at the love which a dying Saviour showed 
to his very persecutors, — when I see the 
love his heart bore for his own Mother, 
surely he will hear our prayers for you. 
When I look back on my own life, and 
review the mercies which I have expe- 
rienced, (spiritual mercies I mean) I feel 
almost sure that these favours must have 
been granted to the prayers of others foi 
me ; and undoubtedly God does heai 
our pray^s for each other. If there be 
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one position of holy writ with which 
experience fortifies the mind of the ser- 
vant of God, it is this, — that whatsoever 
we ask for, God heareth us, and while 
we are all praying for each other, pray- 
ing for spiritual blessings, surely they 
will be granted. He that hath so often 
shown us mercy, will not neglect us. 
** He that spared not his own Son, how 
will he not with him freely give us all 
things ?'' 



LETTER XIl. 



THE COMPORT OF THINKING THAT CHRIST 

DIED FOR US. 



My dear Mother, 

I HAVE been hearing this afternoon a 
very good sermon on a text in the second 
lesson : " For that he himself hath suf- 
fered being tempted, he is able to suc- 
cour them that are tempted." And the 
preacher tried to show us how Christ 
was tempted like as we are. I shall 
confine myself to the hour of death and 
the day of judgment. Christ can sym- 
pathize with us in these hours of our 
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necessity, seeing that he hath passed 
through the one, and is to be our judge 
in the other. It is very natural that 
every created being should feel a pang 
at the separation of soul and body, which 
must take place before we can be with 
Christ. It is natural for every sinner to 
feel a mistrust, lest his faith should at 
that last hour prove deficient to support 
him and to convey him in safety through 
the gloomy valley of the shadow of death. 
Now when the hour shall come, we have 
a Saviour to whom we can pray in con- 
fidence, because he too hath felt the 
same pang, and if he could not know 
the same fear, he hath escaped it by 
being free from sin. When, then, in our 
hour of need, we pray to a Saviour to 
support us, we cannot help thinking of 
that season when he said, ' ' My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful even unto death." 
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His sweat was as great drops of blood ; 
and surely we cannot doubt that he 
felt at least as much as any one of us 
can feel ; and to pray to such a Saviour, 
while we think of his sufferings, is a 
great comfort, a great assurance that be 
will not reject our prayer. The fact 
that he was touched with our infirmities, 
is a most conyincing pledge that he will 
not reject our supplications. Abstract 
reasonings might convince us of the 
same truth, but abstract reasonings do 
not, and cannot convey that si^^lle con- 
fidence which the sufferings borne by 
Jesus do so forcibly press upon us, A 
sick bed and palsied frame will not 
allow the dying Christian to tiiink of 
abstract reasonings ; but memory can 
recal, or a chapter in the Bible, or the 
receiving the bread and wine can recal, 
the scene of Gethsemane or the hiU of 
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Calvary to our minds, and convince us 
that this Son of God who so suffered, — 
suffered because he loved us, and would 
save us, and that he can appreciate our 
sufferings ; and what tongue can tell of 
the comfort which this thought must in- 
spire, that thid merciful Saviour will be 
our Judge. He who so loved us that he 
first came to redeem us, will sit on the 
throne to judge us. Perfect love casteth 
out fear ; perfect faith must, towards so 
good a Saviour^ create perfect love. 
'' Lord, I believe ; help thou mine un- 
belief.*' This is a prayer with which 
the Christian may draw nigh unto Jesus, 
and draw nigh in confidence when he 
remembers the event which accompanied 
its oragioal utterance. And here we 
must thank God for having made us 
partakiers in such a scheme of mercy, 
: and pray that we may partake in it even 
unto the end. 



LETTER XIII. 



THE COMFORT OF THE GOSPEL. 



My DEAR Mother, 

There is no thought which cotnes 
across me more frequently, than the 
conviction of the value of the Gospel, 
and the w^eakness and frailty of our- 
selves. I need not now spend much 
time in trying to prove to you that the 
Gospel is a blessing. We find ourselves 
guilty, and we find a pardon purchased 
for us by the blood of Christ. We find 
ourselves weak, and we are taught to 
trust in a divine influence which shall 
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strengthen and sanctify us ; and not- 
withstanding all the evil to which we 
must still plead guilty, we do find 
that our hearts are weaned from many 
of those objects on which we had set 
our affections ; and cleansed from many 
of those sinful habits and tempers in 
which we had before indulged. We 
do perceive that we have some ground 
for hoping that we are growing in grace. 
Notwithstanding all this, for which we 
have every reason to thank God, we 
find that this treasure of the Gospel is 
contaioed in earthen vessels : that how- 
ever willing the spirit may be, the flesh 
is weak. Of course there is great dan- 
^r in dwelling on this topic, for we 
may frame excuses for ourselves from 
the weakness of human nature : but if 
we apply it as a subject of watchfulness, 
thi&te can be no danger ; and I think 

F 
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that even as a source of comfort for our- 
selves, it may be used in christian humi- 
lity. When we look at the weaknesses 
and failings of God's saints^ we may not 
say, * See how David fell ! how Peter 
denied Christ ! — I have never been guilty 
of this ! ' This would be dangerous in 
the extreme : but I think we may say, 
' See how David fell ; how Peter denied 
Christ; and how God mercifully for- 
gave them :— I know not how much 
worse my sins may have been than 
theirs ; but this I do know ; ** that 
their sins which were grievous, were 
forgiven, for they loved much :" and I 
may hope that He that loveth the sinner 
even though he hateth the sin, will ex- 
tend to me a portion of that forgiveness, 
which is mercifully recorded in that 
word which cannot err. God forbid 
that any one should take comfort in any 
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thing but strict and perfect obedience. 
God grant that I may be enabled to 
obey more strictly, to live more perfectly 
for the time to come, that I may grow 
in grace: but as I daily feel my own 
manifold imperfections, I cannot help 
feeling a sort of secret satisfaction to 
find my own case so perfectly described, 
as it seems to be, by this expression of 
Scripture. I see that something is wrong 
in me : — some earnestness, some heat, 
some violence, some sin, in short, some- 
thing which is contrary to the spirit of 
our holy faith ; and I beg pardon for it, 
and I pray against it, and I form reso- 
lutions against it, and I fondly fancy 
that T have overcome it. But then 
comes the hour of trial, and all my reso- 
lutions fly as dust before the wind, and 
I find that that whereon I trusted, was, 
in truth, an earthen vessel ; and I can- 

F 2 
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not help thanking God that I see a 
scheme of salvation which can save 
even such weak earthen vessels, and 
make them able to contain a treasure ; 
make them, by the mercy of God> tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghost : and herein I 
do rejoice ; yea, and will rejoice.' I 
have stated my own case ; I presume 
that it may suit yours, and may comfort 
you through the hope of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 



( 



LETTER XIV. 



THOU ART PETER. 



My dear Mother, 

I MUST not let the first Sunday pass 
over my head without trying to wish 
you a happy new year in the manner in 
which I think you will be most pleased 
to receive my congratulations. The 
subject which may furnish us with 
thoughts to-night, is the text, " Thou 
art Peter; and upon this rock will I 
build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.'' That on 
which the church is built is the con* 
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fession of faith which St. Peter had just 
expressed ; " Thou art Christ, the Son of 
the living God ; " — and it is upon this 
faith that each of us must try to build cmr 
own faith, and then " the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against us." We must 
make Jesus Christ the corner-stone of 
our faith and practice, and rely on him, 
and on him only. It is not a mere the- 
oretical faith, but a practical reliance, 
which viras exhibited by St. Peter, and 
which alone will save us. If we trusted 
in any less than God, we might feel 
confidence, but our trust would be very 
ill-placed : but if He were God, nothing 
is beyond his mercy, nothing beyond his 
power. Many people do not rightly rc-^ 
ceive the parable of the two debtors. 
We see that the great offender must 
have recourse to an actual reconciliation 
with God. The one who has incurred 
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a debt of ten thousand talents, at onc<i 
saya, '"I have nothing to pay;" and 
must fail down and beg for pardon : but 
thanks be to God, I come in full trust 
in the Lord, Jesus Christ.' The debtOE 
who only owes fifty pence is apt not to 
see the full force of this reasoning; and 
the consequence is, that he does not 
come with that entire self-humiUatioin 
which fills the mind of the other : and 
he does not so fully acknowledge Jesus 
Christ to be the Son of the living God ; 
this is the natural tendency of our own 
minds ; and the effect of it is, that w« 
are not so fully impressed with the divi^ 
nity of Christ; with the importance of 
this article of belief; but when our own 
minds have declared this doctrine with 
all the zeal and earnestness with which 
St. Peter did, then it produces the same 
effect upon us. When the church 
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our own heart is founded on the pro* 
phets and apostles, Jesus Christ himBelf 
being the chief corner-stone, then the 
edifice becomes secure, and we feel that 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it. This is no vain, presumptuous con- 
fidence, but a humble, self-abasing re^ 
liance on heaven. We feel our own 
weakness : we know our own weakness r 
we dread the effects of our own weak- 
ness : but we know also the power of 
God : we know the mercy of God : and 
we learn to trust in it: — not to talk 
about it merely, but to trust in it. We 
feel assured that Jesus Christ is not only 
the Saviour of the world, but our Savio^ 
too. We know that he can save us, and 
we hope that he will save us : and we 
know also from the bible, that he came 
to ** purify unto himself a peculiar pe<H 
pie, zealous of good works : '* and we 
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pray God that his Holy Spirit will 
turn our hearts, that we may always be 
seeking not to please ourselves, but to 
do the will of our Father which is in 
heaven : and we entreat God to enable 
us to do so. Conscious of our own weak- 
ness, we do not trust in our own reso*, 
lutions, but in the all-powerfui efficacj*' 
of the grace of God ; knowing our own 
wickedness, the deceitfulness and per- 
verseness of our own hearts, we pray 
that we may never be left to ourselves, 
or our own strength, but that the Lamb 
may lead us, and that the Holy Spirit of 
God may be our guide : and in this faith 
we hope to be saved. Oh, the mercy 
and the goodness of God, which has re- 
vealed unto us such hopes ! Such bles- 
sed hopes ! He has not cast us off, 
though we deserved it. He has taken 
us for his own, and tells us that the 
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gates of hell shall not prevail agaiast us. 
The Son of the living Grod came to save 
us. On him we believe. Lord, do thou 
help our unbelief. God of his mercy 
grant, my dear Mother, that in this faith 
we may walk ; and if this time twelve- 
months shall find us both alive, may his 
grace have led us so much nearer unto 
him ; may we then be more strong in 
faith, more resigned in conduct. We 
well know that this cannot come from 
ourselves. May God grant it, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; prays your affec^ 
tionate Son. 



LETTER XV. 



CONFIDENCE ARISING FROM EXPERIENCE. 



My dear Mother, 

I DO not know of any thing which is 
a more profitable consideration than to 
examine the various ways whereby the 
wisdom of God produces in us those 
tempers and dispositions on which our 
happiness depends, and which therefore 
he in mercy has commanded. The great 
comfort and support of the Christian is 
faith. We place our whole confidence 
in God, and trust that he will bring all 
things to a right issue ; this will make 
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US tranquil, when we should otherwise 
be in doubt; this will give our minds 
peace, when otherwise we seem to be 
labouring under misgivings ; and the 
point in which I observe the peculiar 
mercy and goodness of God is m the 
way in which he establishes this fiadth in 
our minds. One of these is the uncer- 
tainty of every event — the uncertainty 
of every human means — the certainty of 
those general promises which God has 
made. We learn to trust that that which 
God has declared, shall be accomplish- 
ed. We never know how ; and the feet 
that we do never know how, is the means 
of making us trust in God. If we knew 
the how, we might trust in ourselves; 
our ignorance of this makes us lay aside 
ourselves and rely wholly on God. The 
greatest trial to which human being was 
ever subjected, was probably that to 
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which Abraham was exposed, when he 
as commanded to slay his son. His 
faith in God was so great that he was 
enabled so to do : but his faith was the 
produce, not of a day, but of a life 
passed in tlie uncertainty of all humajj. 1 
events. Great things had been pro- I 
mised to him ; some of them had beeal 
accomplished, some yet remained as obpl 
jects of faith and hope. The promise of I 
a son by Sarah had long been delayed^ 
he had entertained a half sort of ida 
that the promise of a son had been aivl 
complished in Ishmael ; but still after a" 
time the full performance of the whole 
had cleared up his misgivings. He had 
long hoped against hope, because God 
had promised, and now having learnt 
fully to confide in the word of the Most 
High, he obeyed even when obedience 
most peculiarly painful. The uu- 
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certainty of how the long-desired pro* 
mises should be fulfilled, had made him 
feel certain that what seemed most im- 
probable would also receive its full ac- 
complishment. I would apply this as a 
motive for confidence in those moments 
when we cannot see how we shall be 
supported. How we shall be comforted 
and supported, we know not ; He who 
hath promised us, *' I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee,'* will most cer- 
tainly grant us whatever we really need. 
We look back and see how God has 
dealt with us. We know not exactly 
how he will bring that to pass which he 
has promised ; but he who has always 
treated us as I am sure that you must 
feel that God has treated us : he who 
hath always been a kind, a compassion- 
ate, a merciful God and Father to us, 
will not desert us when we shall stand 
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80 much in need of his aid. We know 
not how, but we feel sure that he will 
do so. In former seasons, in many a 
trying hour, we have found God better 
than his promises. Not only better and 
kinder than we have deserved, but more 
merciful than we could have expected ; 
and even in our last stage on earth we 
doubt not that we shall find him so. I 
know you find yourself sore let and hin- 
dered in running the race which is set 
before us, but God will make a way for 
us to escape. God must do it. I know not 
h(m> he will do it ; but I trust and know 
that he will do it through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. May this thought support 
you. 



LETTER XVI. 



THIS IS THE VICTORY. 



My dear Mother, 

The subject on which I purpose to 
give you my thoughts to-night is this : 
" This is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith.'* As far as 
you are concerned, I think that the 
world must be nearly confined to two 
topics. The remaining attachments to 
those connexions which belong to you 
in life ; and the fear of death ; and I shall 
now point out how faith ought to over- 
come both of these, and how I trust in 
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you, faith has, in some degree at least, 
accomplished this task : by faith, I 
mean, a trust in God, as revealed to us 
in Jesus Christ. The ties which still 
connect you to earth, are not so much 
any worldly pleasure as the love which 
you naturally bear towards your children 
and grand-children. You would gladly 
see them growing up in the way of the 
Lord, and their parents so provided for, 
as, humanly speaking, to be placed above 
want. Now no doubt the only satisfac- 
tiim of which it is likely that you can 
b^ capable, is the prosperity of your 
children. They are all of them, thank 
God, placed above want, placed in such 
a- state that a Christian may well doubt 
whether he would desire for any of us, 
more than we do at this moment enjoy. 
You can have no mistrust that God will 
do what is best for us. He always has. 
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and doubtless always will, fully provide 
for us. We may prosper a little more 
or less in this world, but the trust which 
you place in God must tell you, that it 
is best to leave it entirely to the Most 
High. Thus hath faith in God^r— reliance 
on his providence, quite overcome any 
anxiety about the first point. And with 
regard to the second : there must always 
be a fear, a dread of approaching disso- 
lution — stronger or weaker according to 
circumstances. As to the body, or to the 
mind, God will undoubtedly order all 
this for the best. If our death is to |^ 
painful, no doubt there is good reason 
why it should be so. If the mind, in 
the case of one who is God's servant, 
is distracted with dread, no doubt it is to 
try his faith ; and faith only can master 
this. God has taken care of us, as a 
kind and merciful Father, from our youth 
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up until now. Christ has of his good- 
nesS) led us to trust in him, and will he 
now desert us? God forbid. We see 
and feel how little we have lived up to 
our calling ; but we have been servants ; 
though unprofitable, unworthy servants, 
and our faith is built, not on our own 
worthiness, but on the sacrifice which 
Christ hath made for us. I know that I 
am utterly unworthy ; but my reliance 
is on the worthiness of Christ Jesus, 
and I do not doubt of this. I cannot 
believB but that He who hath shown 
such great love towards me, will conti- 
nue it even unto the end. I do believe 
that he will, and this is our victory. 
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LETTER XVII. 



EVIL HABITS PURIFIED BY FAITH IN CHRIST. 



My dear Mother, 

I HAVE been hearing a sermon this 
evening of which the argument was as 
follows : — That as this life was a state of 
preparation for the future, as men would 
reap the fruit of what they sowed on 
earth, every evil habit contracted in life 
would necessarily expose us to a state 
of future misery which we should most 
truly be said to have brought upon our- 
selves. That there need no other hell 
for a wicked man than the prevalence of 
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his own wicked principles and tempers : 
I need not say that this argument is 
true, and the conclusion of it perfectly 
correct, and that the thought of it is one 
of the most painful which can come 
across the mind of men, when we look 
back in sorrow upon our own past lives ; 
but the preacher whom I heard, did not 
go on to that which always strikes me as 
one of the most beautiful provisions of 
our holy religion, one of the greatest 
comforts to the repentant sinner. I 
mean the blessed assistance which Chris- 
tianity offers to us, while we are labour- 
ing under the effects of our own evil ha- 
bits and tempers. Christianity says to the 
sinner, in the words of our blessed Savi- 
our, " Come unto me, all ye that travail 
and are heavy laden, and I will refresh 
you ; " — refresh us by affording to us a 
remedy for our sins which nothing else 
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can provide. The process is this, — by 
pointing out to us the holiness of (xod, 
it makes us perceive our own want of 
purity. We become vile in our own eyes 
by discovering the perfection of the Son 
of God. We see what we ought to have 
done ; we see what we have done. We 
are made aware of the consequences d 
our neglect of the means of grace : wc 
say to ourselves, how very differeBt 
should I have been, at this very moment, 
if I had employed all those spiritual 
aids with which God has furnished me, 
How might I have grown in grace ; how 
many evil tempers and dispositions might , 
I have been free from, if I had not in- 
dulged in those sins which have polluted 
my former life ; and we feel the burden 
of our sins and so we fly to Christ ; we 
come to him. Perhaps to the eye of 
men, the reform of our hearts may ap- 



EVIL HABITS PURIFIED. 87 

pear to be impossible, and so probably H? 
is ; — with man it is impossible ; but we 
know that God can do it, and when we 
consider his goodness, we hope that be 
will do it. It is, " Turn thou us, O good 
Lord, and so shall we be turned." And 
our sorrow and our faith does turn us. 
Christianity does not tell us that we shall 
be taken to heaven with all our sins, ne- 
gligences, and ignorances on our heads ; 
but it tells us, that God the Holy Spirit 
will enlighten our minds, and that the 
Son of God died for our sins. The sa- 
crifice which has been offered for our 
transgressions gives us hope, and hope 
does effect in the soul, that which no- 
thing else could produce ; — an entire 
change and alteration in our sentiments. 
Some persons may call this change, a 
miracle, while others deny that it is so. 
It is done by the power of God, but it 
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is not done out of the common (k>urse of 
things. The process which thus takes 
place is analogous to the other changes 
which occur in the life of man, but the 
process is so entirely above any thing 
for which human causes can possibly 
account, that the reasonable mind looks 
up to God alone. A clergyman is called 
in, to the death-bed of an aged sinner. 
What has he to offer ? what can he say ! 
The case is a lamentable one, but still 
we all know that Christianity can furnish 
hopes, when every other religion would 
despair. No doubt the heart of the 
thief was changed in a moment ; — God 
forbid that we should come to such a 
state, but still Christianity has some- 
thing to say to such a poor wretch. 
Every miracle in the Bible says, With 
God it is possible. Your case and mine 
would be hopeless were it not for the 
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same faith in God, and this faith may be 
the very means of purifying our souls. 
I know, and am conscious that all is not 
as. I could wish. I am full of shame 
and sorrow, but Christ died for me. 
Lord, I believe^ help thou mine unbelief! 



LETTER XVIII. 



JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 



My dear Mother, 

I HAVE been led to think of the great 
mercy of God in the doctrine of Justifi- 
cation by faith, as laid down in the ar- 
ticles of the Church of England. I do 
not wish to prove or disprove that the 
doctrine is true ; I mean only to try to 
point out that it is a great blessing. Our 
actions seem to us very different accord- 
ing as they are regarded at different 
times or in a different point of view. 
Therefore, suppose that we had exa- 
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mined our lives by the rule of God's 
commandments, and seen that we might 
expect mercy when we had balanced 
our good deeds against our evil deeds. 
Supposing that we had satisfied ourselves 
in such an examination ; how could we 
be sure that we should pass the same 
judgment upon ourselves, the next time 
we entered on the same question ; how 
can we say that a clearer insight into 
the justice and purity of God, would not 
on a future day lead us to a verdict 
totally at variance with that which we 
had passed ? The man who is pursuing a 
course of gross sin, thinks every one a 
saint who abstains from those gross 
transgressions, with which he is coof- 
taminated. Let this man alter his Him 1 
of life, let him become outwardly de- 
cent, and his conscience tells him that 
many men whom he had previously ] 
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deemed pure, are very far even from 
common honesty ; will the decision 
which he had previously made now 
stand the test of his newly-acquired 
views of right and wrong ? Now let him 
enter on a course of religion, without 
receiving the essential doctrines of Chris- 
tianity ; let him be trying to justify him- 
self by a course of obedieuce to Grod's 
written law : he again passes a fresh 
judgment on himself. Then let him 
learn to trust in Christ crucified ; now 
all his former ideas are gone. We have 
supposed this man to change his opinion 
about himself four times. Why may 
there not have been forty or four hun- 
dred changes ? and how can he feel any 
confidence in any one of these ? While 
his hopes rest on any thing which he 
has done, or can do himself, there might 
be a constant uncertainty and dread, lest 
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lie should have been mistaken, — if his 
liopes are built on his merely wishing to 
please God, how can he say assuredly, I 
have wished to please God? may not 
one query, one thought, discompose all 
his confidence? did a friend ask him 
whether for one hour together he ever 
wished to please God without admitting 
one counter wish? what must he say? 
I am sure that I could not say that my 
heart was ever right, i. e. perfectly 
right towards God, for one hour together 
in my whole life. I do not believe it 
ever was. How then can I hope for sal- 
vation? I hope to be justified freely 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. I know 
that he can, and I believe that he will 
save me. I believe that he has pardoned 
all my past sins, not for any thing which 
I. have done or can do, but through what 
he has done. I know that there is much 
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which still needs cleansing ; much which 
must still be unpleasing unto his pure 
eye, and I trust that he will have mercy 
and cleanse it. That wherein my heart 
is wrong he will change it, not by a mi- 
raculous interference, but by the secret 
working of his Holy Spirit. No doubt, 
as I grow in grace, my former sins will 
appear to me more heinous, particularly 
as I am brought to see the extreme hein- 
ousness of those sins of which I h^ve 
been guilty since I have known and fol- 
lowed the truth. Since I firmly believe 
that I have been under the guidance of 
the Spirit of God, I know that I have wil- 
fully sinned ; how then can any schemie 
of pardon avail to satisfy my own mind, 
if it is to depend in part on myself? My 
obedience is now imperfect, absolutely 
imperfect, such as can as little stand my 
own improved judgment, as my former 
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deeds. The more I see my duty, the 
more I see that I have not obeyed, but 
the more I see my need of Christ, the 
more do I see good reason for trusting in 
him. The more I advance, the more I 
see the soundness of trusting in the Son 
of God. •* Lord I believe, help thou 
mine unbelief." Grod bless you ; — may 
we both trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. 



LETTER XIX. 



GOOD WORKS. 



My dear Mother, 

As to the whole question about faith 
and works, I think you do understand it. 
The whole of the Bible forbids us to say 
that actions done according to the will 
of God, for the purpose of pleasing God, 
are not acceptable to him. I believe 
they are most acceptable to him ; and I 
pray that I may strive ever to abound in 
them. But then I know that my works 
are not so done as to be entirely accord- 
ing to God's will: they abound with 
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imperfections, with mixed unholy mo- 
tives. I know and feel this, and I see that 
I cannot trust to these works ; but ne- 
vertheless I do hope, that notwithstand- 
ing my sins, negligences, and ignorances, 
God will accept rae ; that is, my confi- 
dence lies in God's perfect mercy, and 
not in my imperfect works. It is faith 
in God's mercy to which 1 look. If I 
did not perceive in myself a sorrow' for 
sin, a striving against sin, and a desire 
to dp the will of God, I do not know 
what grounds 1 should have for believing 
that I was really trusting in God. Jesus 
Christ gave us many commands : Un- 
less I discovered in my own mind a wish 
to do what he has directed, I know not 
what reason I should have for conceiving 
that I was trusting in Jesus Christ. If I 
were now standing before the judgment- 
seat of Christ, I should plead guilty. 
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In justice I may be most certainly con- 
demned ; but I trust that God will for- 
give me through Jesus Christ. Far be 
it from any sincere Christian to dispa- 
rage good works ; but I know too much 
of human frailty, and of myself, either 
to trust in them or to advise any one else 
to trust in them. They are the fruit of 
faith ;— they are the proof of the since- 
rity of our belief in Christ : as such we 
may thank God for them. We may 
thank him for having made us the bless^ 
ed instruments of good to our brethren : 
hut let any one compare what he might 
have done with what he has done ; let 
any one compare the means which God 
has put into his hands with the wjork 
which he has accomplished, and he 
must estimate very ignorantly if he be 
not very much ashamed of the quantity 
of good left undone. Lastly, you ask 
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me how you are to know whether your 
repentance has not proceeded more from 
fear than from love. I am sure I do not 
know how to answer this question : I 
can only answer for myself, that I have 
very great reason to thank Grod for the 
terrors of the Lord ; they do often influ- 
ence the mind most beneficially. If the 
terrors of the. Lord have driven us to re- 
pentance, surely we have great reason to 
thank God for it. It is a reason why 
we should be ashamed of ourselves, that 
t)ie goodness of the Lord should have had 
less influence on us than his justice ; but 
I see no reason why, if we rely in hum- 
ble confidence, we should stop to enquire 
what caused this feeling in our mind. 
God in mercy sent the terror for this 
purpose: while we thank God for the 
terror, we should pray that it may be 
perfected in love and confidence. 
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LETTER XX. 



CHRISTIAN PURITY PREPARATORY TO 
SANOTIPIOATION. 



My dear Mother, 

In looking at the various blessings 
which we owe to Revelation, we cannot 
help remarking the sanctifying nature 
of all the institutions of Christianity. 
Our eye is directed to a Saviour, whom 
from every reason we are bound to love ; 
and the whole life of Jesus is a motive 
and argument for loving him. If he 
had done nothing for us as individuals. 
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still his life would demand the love of 
every one who knew what was really 
amiable in the human character. Every 
event in his life is calculated to do the 
mind good, independently of that great 
good, which he has done for us. 

In looking forward to Christmas Day 
the mind is naturally directed to the 
event then celebrated ; and the purity 
of every thing connected with the birth 
of Jesus, is the point to which my own 
feelings are at present turned, God, in 
sending his own Son into the world, as 
the son of a pure Virgin, has, as it 
were, marked out the necessity of pu- 
rity for all those who would become 
companions of Jesus. To be conscious 
of our own want of this virtue of purity, 
is the first step in the minds of most of 
us. And the worse we are, the less do 
see our own wants. The decided. 
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profligate denies that there is any such 
thing as purity : he has not a pure 
thought himself, and he is unwilling to 
believe that others possess qualities, of 
which he neither feels the excellence, 
nor wishes to feel it. The christian 
who has walked carelessly, is conscious 
of his wants, and would gladly free 
himself from the bands of those sins by 
which he is ** sore let and hindered in 
running the race which is set before 
him ;" and the character of purity which 
attends our Saviour, from his birth to 
the cross, is made a blessed means of 
producing this effect. In order then to 
obtain this purity, of which we discover 
the absence in ourselves, we must look 
at the purity of God in the abstract, or 
at the purity of our God manifested in 
the flesh : and we must compare it with 
our greatest or least degree of purity. 
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Now it appears to rae that we shall sui 
ceed best in raising up the right feeling 
in ourselves, by looking at our own best 
actions ; those in which our motives 
have been most pure, and our conduct 
the best. Let any of us turn our own 
minds to that in ourselves which is the 
best : be it a single action, or a course 
of conduct, or a habit, or a temper of 
mind. 1 am now, for instance, thinking 
of that which I think would raise me 
most in the opinion of good men, if it 
were generally known. I am thinking 
of that, for which they who know me 
best, perhaps most admire me. And 
verily 1 see that I should be utterly 
ashamed to bring it forward before my 
friends, in all its own real nakedness. If 
they knew me as well as I know my- 
self, they would despise that, whit^, 
they now perhaps admire. 1 do 
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pose that the same thing would take 
place with the virtues of many other 
people. This then, is my own picture 
of human purity ; but I look to Jesus. 
There is not the semblance of evil; 
there, we cannot conceive the exis- 
tence of evil ; not an evil thought ; not 
one wish but is utterly free from all 
idea of evil. Such a comparison car<« 
ried on in our own minds, places hu-r 
man purity in its proper light ; human 
virtue is full of faults. The man Christ 
Jesus is free altogether from fault. St. 
Paul was very far from thanking God 
that he was not as other men are, but 
he thanked God ^' that I am what I 
am." When we have looked at our 
best deeds, and seen their worthless* 
ness, their impurity, we cannot ven* 
ture even so far as to thank God for 
our state. All that I can go to, in my 
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n case, must be to thank God that 
Eun not much worse than I am. I 
1 sure that if Grod's mercy and good- 
(S had not prevented it, I should have 
m, even now, much worse than I 

: — God knoweth how bad I am, 
1 ** God is of purer eyes than to 
lold iniquity." And yet, even I, 
y hope to be saved. Some persons 
3pose that our Saviour held up the 
3d as a symbol of purity. No, he 
Id it up as a sign of humility ; a tem- 
r, which, if we can never arrive at 
5 purity of the child, we may hope 

arrive at, through the conviction 
our own sins. God grant that the 
iling of our sins may lead to a Sa- 
►ur, both you and your unworthy 
I. 



LETTER XXI. 



HOW HOLINESS IS OBTAINED. 



My dear Mother, 

I SHALL take an expression of your 
last letter, as my subject this evening; 
and I pray God to bless it to us both. 
" Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord."* Holiness is obtained through 

* How very unfit do I feel myself to be admitted into a better 
state. Am I wrong in thinking, that whenever the lost gml 
change takes place, I shall be cleansed from the many £Etalta I 
now experience, and be made a meet partaker through Christ, 
of the heavenly kingdom ? I tremble when I read, that ^.W&t 
out holiness no man shall see the Lord/^ When I feel how little 
progress I make in correcting my thoughts and temper ; well may 
I say with St, Paul, ** The good that I would I do not.** 
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the grace of God, as far as human means 
are concerned, chiefly by obedience of 
the heart to the laws of God : — and 
obedience of the hfeart is best promoted, 
by obedience, if I may use the expres- 
sion, of the body. The being employed 
tn the work of the Lord is the best 
[luman means of becoming like God, 
. e. of obtaining the obedience of the 
leart. Men who are engaged in the 
»me work, become fond of each other ; 
f we are engaged in the work of the 
Lord, we shall become not only fond 
# the work, but fond also of him in 
^ose service we are engaged. This 
s the natural law of cause and effiect. 
PHiile we look up to God's grace as the 
effectual means which produces real 
loliness in us, we must not forget those 
mman principles on which the establish- 
nent of any temper in ourselves must, 
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humanly speaking, depend. The res- 
ponsibility which God has placed on 
us is, that we are to select the best hu- 
man means ; but not trusting in any hu- 
man means, we are to pray for the in- 
crease from him. The object, in this 
case, at which we are aiming, is the es- 
tablishment of holiness in the heart. 
The bringing the mind into conformity 
to the will of God. That our souls, 
which are not purified, may be made 
holy by the influence of the Holy Spirit 
If therefore a young person were to en- 
quire, how am I to become holy ? — my 
answer would be, obey the laws of God, 
— endeavour to serve God in every way 
you can, — endeavour to be constantly 
employed in the service of God. Turn 
your thoughts towards Grod ; and as the 
thoughts are governed by the outward^ 
actions in which you are engaged^ direct 
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all your outward actioDS to the service 
of God. Devote your common and 
dinary occupation to the service of God, 
that your mind may be turned to hea- 
venly things, in the daily concerns in 
which you are engaged. Try to serve 
God actively, because the energy of such 
a pursuit will fix your thoughts on God 
more firmly than any thing else ; but do 
not depend on the occupation or the 
energy, lest the very endeavour to serve 
God be converted into a snare ; lest 
you should begin to fancy that you are 
doing God service, in that of which the 
real value consists, in that it directs 
your mind towards God. Think not 
upon the thing done, but on the doing 
it. The lover, who is travelling in a 
foreign country, will purchase some 
memorial for the object of his affec- 
tions, in every town through which 
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passes, not from the value of the pre- 
sents so made, but to prove that he is 
always thinking of her; and she will 
value them, not because they are many, 
but because their very number marks 
the frequency of his remembrances. 
Holiness depends on our wishing for the 
same things as God loves. When there- 
fore the human being wishes to become 
holy, he wi^es for one thing, at least, 
which is pleasing unto God. K he sees 
in himself any habitual fault, and habit* 
ually wishes to reform that fault, his 
fault may make him constantly pray to 
God for assistance, and be made the 
means of his becoming more holy. The 
constant striving to overcome something 
which we feel in ourselves to be wrong, 
may by the grace of God be the appoint- 
ed means of our growing more fit for 
heaven, I do not mean merely so far as 
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we are enabled to get the better of that 
&ult, but, as the whole amendment must 
depend on the grace of God working in 
our hearts, so whatever excites us to 
pray constantly and habitually for help, 
will, as far as human eye can reach, 
bring us into the very state into which 
God would desire to lead us. In the case 
of an old person, it has become impos^ 
sible for them to be actively employed 
in the service of God, as far as doing any 
thing is concerned ; but the value of the 
temper in our own minds depends not on 
the thing done. The doing it in such and 
such a way is what makes it pleasing un- 
to God. If a victorious conqueror were, 
from a sense of religion, to check himself 
in the midst of his success, it might be 
deemed a strong proof of the influence 
of religion upon his mind ; but if you or 
I restrain ourselves in an evil habit which 
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has long had an influence over us, may 
not God view it in the same light ? God 
seeth not with our eyes. We can strive 
to act in a christian manner : the greater 
the difficulty, the more we must strive ; 
the more we must pray. We may proceed 
not much further than to see our own 
deficiencies ; the more we advance, the 
more we shall see of evil before us. We 
cannot master the evil ; with us it is im- 
possible, but God loveth us. God will 
help us, and with Grod all things are 
possible, and may God do it in you and 
me, through Jesus Christ our Lord, prays 
yours truly. 



LETTER XXIL 



THE SPIRIT BEARING WITNESS. 



My dear Mother, 

To-day I will say something on a 
verse which will necessarily occupy my 
attention this evening. ** The Spirit it- 
•self beareth witness with our spirit that 
we are the children of God." There is 
always some danger when we allow feel- 
ing to become the test of our religion. 
Christianity cannot exist without feeling; 
but feeling may be very strong without 
much of religion. What then is the so- 
ber test by which we may comfort our 
own minds with the idea that we are the 
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children of God, and heirs of everlastiBg 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord! The 
first effect on the renewed mind will be 
an interest taken in those things about 
which before we were unconcerned. We 
can ourselves ascertain this, — can know 
whether we now seek for the kingdom 
of God ; and this anxiety will show 
itself in the altered state of our lives and 
pursuits. This, I take it, is the testi- 
mony which the spirit of our own minds 
can give— -our spirit. But there is some- 
thing far beyond this. There is the tes- 
timony of God*s Spirit confirming this in 
our own minds ; witnessing with our 
spirit in that inward comfort and peace 
which religion can alone produce in the 
soul, and which ought to pervade our 
whole lives and conversation, but which, 
alas, does not generally do so ! The 
seasons when I hope that I have expe- 
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rienced this testimony of God's Spirit, 
are those of confession and self-abase- 
ment, when having thought over God's 
varied mercies vouchsafed unto me from 
my first hour to this day, and acknow- 
ledged my own poor returns for all his 
manifold goodness^ I have thanked him 
and prayed for his aid. When again I 
have received unexpected proofs that 
some exertion has been productive of 
spiritual good to anothei' person, then 
in the thanksgiving which such a piece 
of/ infbrmiation calls forth, I have hoped 
tksA the Spirit bwe witness with my 
spirit. * In such cases there is of course 
a 'danger of self-deception ; and the only 
safeguard which I can name against this, 
is the self-examination which shall show 
nMi that we are trying to live as the ser- 
vients of God, and not giving way to our 
own fancies. 

I 2 
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SANCTIPICATION AND REGENERATION. 



My dear Mother, 

The diflBculty which you state with 
regard to yourself exists rather in the 
nature of things, than in any indistinct- 
ness of views entertained by you. Sanc- 
tification is the being made holy. Re- 
generation is the first step in that divine 
work. We are bom with a corrupt 
nature : we retain that corrupt nature, 
more or less, to our dying day ; but with 
all our corruptions on our head, we are 
not meet to be made inheritors of the 
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kingdom of hearen, not meet to be par-^- 
takers in the inheritance of the saints id 
light. This corruption must therefore 
be overcome, mastered, and taken away, 
in some degree, at least. The heart of 
stone must become a heart of flesh, and 
this must be done by the grace of God, 
by the influence of the Holy Ghost 
working on us and in us. We are par- 
doned for Christ's sake freely : this is 
done for us ; it is a gift of God which 
we must accept ; thus the guilt of our 
sin is done away. The punishment due 
for it is done away, " by his stripes we 
are healed;" but over and above the 
guilt arising from sin, there is a defile- 
ment created by sin, and sinful thoughts. 
The man who has committed murder, is 
not only liable to just punishment, but 
he is depraved by his offence ; he must 
have previously overcome many rigl 
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feelings, he must have been degraded 
in his moral state before he woald 
have committed the ac^t, and the com- 
mission of the act makes him worse. 
And this criminal must not only be 
forgiven, but he must be cleansed ; 
his heart must be changed i the evil 
temper that has brought forth this evil 
deed must be cured — he must be sanc^ 
tified. The whole course of ^ Chris* 
tian's life must be a coursis of sanctifi- 
cation. The ordinary means whereby 
the Holy Spirit works on the heart of 
man, to produce this change, is a life of 
obedience. Sanctification produces obe- 
dience and holiness ; and obedience and 
holiness are the instruments whereby the 
Holy Ghost carries on the work. ** To 
him that hath shall be given." But in 
all this, there must be a beginning. 
There must be the first step ; and this 
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first step is our admission into the Chris- 
tian covenant. Whenever we are par- 
doned and accepted, then also does the 
work of sanctification begin in us. It is 
not for us to say whether we are par- 
doned or sanctified first ; as far as I 
know, they never are separate the one 
from the other. Now the outward act 
of admission into the Church is baptism: 
and in the only place in the Bible where 
Regeneration is used in this sense, it 
is coupled with baptism ; so that our 
Church, and all the early Churches, 
consider the words Baptism and Rege- 
neration as equivalent, or nearly so : one 
as marking the outward admission — the 
other, the influence produced on the 
soul. But many persons who do not 
think so much of a Sacrament as I do, 
and who do not look at the services of 
i Church, have confused the perfect 
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growth in Christiamty with the birtl|..of 
the spiritual man, and so have attributed 
to the word Regeneration, all the ideas 
which belong to the full grown Chris** 
tian ; and this has caused that confu- 
sion of ideas of which you complain. 
Regeneration, as used by the Church, is 
the commencement of the Christian or 
spiritual life. Renewal, or Renoyation, 
is a successive grant of the Holy SfH- 
rit made to the Christian, and needed 
every day of our lives. These produce 
Sarictification, or a growth in grace. 
That change in the state of our hearts 
and souls which is always going on, by 
which we are day by day brought more 
near to God, made more holy, more like 
God. Justification is done /or us without 
any co-operation of our own, save that 
of accepting it ; but Sanctification gene- 
rally takes place in us through ourselves. 
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God works in us by means of ourselves : 
he says, " Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling ;'' and while we 
strive to obey, we become holy. Gene- 
rally Sanctification is a slow and gradual 
work, a work which I trust and pray is 
going on in both of us, will go on even 
to the end, and that it may be perfected 
in heaven. It is begun in Regeneration, 
and perfected in Salvation. 



LETTER XXIV, 



SANCTIFICATION. 



My dear Mother, 

The subject on which I last wrote to 
you, was, as far as I remember. Regene- 
ration and Sanctification, but I wrote 
rather to draw distinctions, and to point 
out differences, than to place before you 
the practical question : to-night I will 
omit every thing but the practical part, 
and the day is well suited to this subject. 
It is always a great comfort to me to 
consider that my sins are pardoned, and 
my guilt blotted out by the blood of 
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Christ shed for my sake. It is as grei 
a comfort to remember that the sanctifi- 
cation of our hearts takes place by the 
power of the Holy Ghost operating; upon 
us. We may reject the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, we may reject the offer of 
salvation through Christ, but that which 
is done in us by the Holy Spirit is God's 
doing and not ours ; and if we trust in 
God he will do it in us, by that mercy 
and goodness which belongs to all his 
works. He ordinarily produces this 
effect in us through our own instrumen- 
tality ; the lives we lead, the things we 
do, if directed according to his will, do 
produce a holiness in us which would 
not have been brought about in our souls. 
if it had not been for that Grace of God 
which guided us to do these things. We 
are disposed by the Spirit of God, to try 
promote the glory of God, and tba 
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good of man, and in so trying we are 
ourselves advanced in the christian 
course : God guides us, and God pro- 
duces the effect. The effect, though 
arising from what we do, does really 
come from God. It is always a temp- 
tation to us to look at what we have our- 
selves done, rather than at what God 
has done in us through our engaging in 
his worlt; we keep the eye fixed on what 
we do to promote the glory of God, 
rather than on the effect produced in our- 
selves, but the real value of it consists 
entirely in the advance which we our- 
selves are enabled to make in the way 
of godliness. If God allows me to be- 
come the instrument of good to others, 
this is a blessing to me, so far as it has 
turned my own • heart to holiness, and 
brought it into a more sanctified state ; 
but God may do all this, just as well 
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without my doing any thing at all. The 
near prospect of death : the trial of 
bearing patiently what God is pleased 
to lay upon us, may produce just as 
sanctifying an effect on our own minds, 
as any exertions could do ; and an old 
person like yourself, when they are to- 
tally incapable of performing any of the 
active duties of life, may be thus pre*- 
paring for a happy eternity, as fully aB 
they could be, if they were actively em- 
ployed in promoting the good of our fel- 
low creatures. Your sanctification may 
be, and I trust is going on as effectually 
as ever. Pardon is the free gift of God. 
Sanctification comes from the same 
scarce. May God carry it on in his owa 
BAy in both of us, prays yours truly. 



1 



LETTER XXV. 



SANCTIFICATION. 



My dear Mother, 

I shall not stay to prove that the Holy 
Ghost is a person, or that he is God; 
but, taking this for granted, I will try 
to show, why this is important to us- as 
Christians of the present day. When 
Jesus left his Church under the guidance 
of the Holy Ghost, he also left every 
member of the Church under the same 
government. " It is expedient for you," 
says he, " that I go away ; for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto 



SANCTIFICATION. 127 , 

you ; but if I go away, I will send him , 
unto you." That therefore which was 
beneficial to the church generally, must j 
in some sense be necessary to every 
member of the Church. It was the Spi- 
rit so given which guided them in writing 
the scriptures and in settling the con- 
cerns of the Church ; but over and above I 
this, there are so many expressions which ] 
talk of the Holy Ghost dwelling in us, 
of the Father and the Son taking up | 
their abode with us, that we cannot rest j 
contented with such general views, and 
cannot help hoping that our minds will 
be under the influence and guidance of 
some superior and overruling power, i 
which shall guide us in the way to hea- ' 
ven. The most experienced Christian 
will not be able to explain, how this as- 
sistance takes place, but no Christian 
can deem himself safe, unless he hopes, 
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with some reasonable confidence, that 
his heart is governed by th6 Spirit of 
God ; governed not in any vague and 
uncertain interpretation of the w(»rci, 
but actually under the guidance of the 
Holy Ghost. No Christian can doubt 
whether or no he hopes to be saved 
through Jesus Christ. Far be it from 
one weak fellow-creature to decide pe- 
remptorily as to how much a Christian 
is to hope and feel confident in Christ ; 
but any Christian may say assuredly, 
that unless we believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we shall not be saved : so ^e 
may securely say, that unless we be 
governed by the Spirit of God, we can- 
not be the children of God and heirs of 
salvation. There are effects attributed to 
the influence of the Spirit, about which 
no one can doubt. The Spirit must en- 
lighten our hearts, that is^ afibrd us the 
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ans of discerning by the eye of faith 
r great truths of the Gospel. It re- 
ires more than mere human reason to 
lerstand the Christian scheme, so as 
realize it in our own case : — to bring 
tuxne to ourselves. The great mass of 
$ world do not understand it. They 

not comprehend, even by their rea- 
1, the effects of the fall in man and 
I recovery ; but many more, who do 
5 through the whole theory, never dis- 
rer their own corruption ; they never 
ilize to themselves, the effect of the 
1 upon themselves ; they do not prac- 
ally perceive that they are fallen ; 
at they have a corrupt heart to over- 
me, before they can advance one step 

the way of godliness. But many a 
tmble Christian, who could little ex- 
ain the whole scheme, feels his own 
d corruption ; sees deliverance in 

K 
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Christ, and prays for, and wdlk« under 
the guidance of, the Spirit Now it is a 
question of fact whether the Hoi j Spi- 
rit has so enlightened our hearts : — ^whe* 
ther we do see all this. So BgMo^, the 
Spirit sanctifies us ; not only makes our 
lives more holy, but makes our hearts 
more holy ; and unless we can discover 
an influence which so operates upon our 
hearts as to make our hearts more hoty, 
we may be quite sure that we are not 
partakers of the sanctifying influence of 
the Holy Spirit. It may not be easy to 
judge and determine how far we are in- 
fluenced by the divine power dwelling 
in our hearts ; but no one can really 
doubt, whether he be influenced by some 
power beyond his own, directing him 
towards holiness. If he be not consci- 
ous of some such influence, he cannot 
presume to hope that he is sanctified. 
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So again, the Spirit teaches us to pray, 
and unless we do pray, i. e. really in- 
treat Gk>d ; — ask him as wishing to be 
heard, we may be quite sure that we are 
not guided by the Spirit of God. It is 
not for man to define the how, and the 
exact limits, but it is for the Christian to 
know, that unless we be guided by the 
Spirit of God, we cannot be his. God 
grant that we may be found his. 
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LETTER XXVI. 



SANCTIFICATION. 



My dear Mother, 

I HAVE been of late thinking on the 
operations of the Holy Spirit, particu- 
larly on the aid and assistance which 
Christians of the present day may ex- 
pect from God, First, we may feel sure 
that whatever help is needed by the ser- 
vant of God, that help the Almighty will 
supply : he is always ready to give — 
the question is, what sort of help you 
and I may hope to obtain from God. 
What sort of help are we to look for; 
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/hat sort of help are we to pray for ? 
•"irst, we may hope that the course of this 
rorld will be so governed with reference 
o our good, that all things taken together 
ihall work for good. God does not for- 
jid us to pray for such and such worldly 
jvent; he seems to invite us, in all our 
necessities, to ask from him that which 
we desire, but our wishes must be always 
limited to his will. "Nevertheless not 
my will but thine be done." And the 
work of the Holy Spirit seems to me 
here to begin. An inward influence 
adapts the state of our hearts to the out- 
ward condition in which God has placed 
us. We see abundant instances in which 
the providence of the Almighty has 
poured blessings upon us from those 
sources, which to the eye of the world 
seem to be disappointments. The diffi- 
culties in which we are placed raise out 
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character; we become able to perform 
such and such acts, by being called upon 
to perform them* We meet with a diisap* 
pointmeut, and the disappointment pro* 
cure9 us a more than corresponding ad* 
vantage. All this a heathen can see: 
but the way that these things influence 
our spiritual state, a heathen does not 
8ee» aad the grace of the Holy Ghost 
alone briop it home to our minds. 
Naaman was in danger of being exalted 
by his glory, and the favour of his num- 
arqb, and his Leprosy humbled him, and 
led him to the prophet, and turned his 
heart to God. Naaman then probably 
first saw how his Leprosy was a blessing 
unto him. The same course of events,-^ 
a similar chain of oircumstances, may 
have happened to another heathen, from 
which he shall have derived no spiritual 
advantage. External circumstances ma- 
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terially affect our moral character, our spi- 
ritual state ; but it is the Holy Ghost who 
modifies our hearts to the spiritual and 
vital reception of them. We may not see 
it ; the light of revelation holds it up 
to our eye«. We may not feel it ; the 
influence of the Holy Spirit brings it 
home to our hearts : it points out to 
tts the mercy and goodness of God in 
the dispensations which have accom- 
panied our earthly career, and makes us 
see the hand of our heavenly Father, 
admire his wisdom, and try to bring our 
own souls into conformity to it. Our 
sins bring upon us necessary punishment, 
the consequence of our transgressions. 
God's grace renders the punishment a 
memorial of our sin, and an incentive to 
humble confession : how often may the 
Christian say, I had not known the full 
extent d* my own transgressions, had I 
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not experienced the effects of them in 
those evils, which the justice of God 
has made to accompany my evil deeds. 
The grace of God makes every thing 
that happens to us a means of spiritual 
improvement ; his mercies show us how 
little we have merited his fostering kind- 
ness ; his punishments serve to point out 
to us the heinousness of our own past 
lives, but it is God's grace applies both 
the one and the other to our consciences, 
and when he has so applied them, then 
he becomes to us the Comforter. No 
sooner do we see our uncleanness in its 
true light, — see that we can do nothing 
but obey the directions of the prophet, — 
no sooner do we go and wash in Jordan, 
than we are clean. When we apply to 
Christ for mercy, fly to him as a recon- 
ciled God and a Saviour, then the same 
Holy Spirit makes us apply his salvation 
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to ourselves, — makes us feel that Christ 
Jesus came to save sinners, — came to save 
me. May the Holy Ghost grant this 
blessing to us, and all who are dear to 
us, through Jesus Christ, prays your 
affectionate son. 



LETTER XXVII. 



SANCTIFIOATION WORKED IN US. 



My dear Mother, 

It is always a useful thing when the 
seasons of the year bring back to our 
minds the thoughts of eternity, and 
though one day must, in very truth, be 
the same as another, — though the be- 
ginning and the end of the year be a 
mere arbitrary division, entirely depen- 
dant on human institutions, yet the use 
of a new date makes one recollect that 
a year has passed over our heads. The 
event too, with which the latter part of 
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it has been attended, peculiarly calls 
Upon us to thiuk of our own entrance 
into that state of being where there shall 
be no days and no years, but an endless 
eternity; such thoughts are awful, but 
they are very useful. In the natural 
course of human events, it is not at all 
unlikely that before another year has 
passed over us it may please God to take 
you to your long rest ; and if that be the 
case, may he give you grace to enter into 
the joy of our Lord with faith and hope, 
and in peace. When we look at this 
world and all its concerns, we have much 
reason to be thankful ; but if God please 
to call us hence, there is really nothing 
which could make a reasonable man 
wish to stay, but the hope of being use- 
ful in his generation ; and the ordinary 
course of this life soon deprives us of 
any expectation of this sort, and thea 
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all that remains is the prospect^ that 
while God is pleased to continue us here, 
his grace may day by day go on sancti- 
fying us : and when we look at the later 
portions of the life of those who have 
been servants of God, but who have 
not always served the Most High as they 
ought, there is frequently much reason 
to hope that the work of sanctification 
is going on rapidly. It is God's doing, 
and he doeth it as it seemeth him good ; 
but the external circumstances of one 
who stands with one foot in the grave, 
do contribute amazingly towards purify- 
ing the heart. Many of the temptations 
with which we were once assailed have 
lost their force ; all the motives to god- 
liness which were before distant, are now 
brought near and acquire new vigour ; 
and that lively force of mind which be- 
fore perhaps quenched in some d^ree; 
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the influence of the Holy Ghost, is soften- 
ed down to an earnest confidence in 
God. And if this work be going on in 
our hearts, surely we may be contented 
to await the Lord's good time with Chris- 
tian patience. They who are young 
and strong may hope that God has much 
work for them still to do ; they who 
have passed the period for active exer- 
tion, may hope that God is doing a great 
work in them. That the Holy Spirit is 
working out that blessed change in their 
hearts, and preparing them for the ever- 
lasting glories of the kingdom of Christ. 
May the Almighty grant these several 
blessings to each of us, so that if we 
live out the year, it may be to the Lord ; 
or if this year be our last, it may be the 
one in which we enter into the kingdom 
prepared for us before the foundation of 
the world, thus prays yours truly. 



LETTER XXVIIl. 



THE BLESSING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 



My dear Mother^ 

Thb subject which has been occufrj^-' 
ing my mind this evening in consequence 
of the services of the day, is the ex- 
treme mercy and goodness of God in the 
various dispensations of which we are 
made partakers, particularly in that of 
the promise and assistance of the Holy 
Spirit. The more I try to serve God in 
sincerity and purity, the more do I feel my 
own wickedness and weakness : so much 
so, that I should verily despair, if there 
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were Dot a gracious promise of assistance. 
I know that on the whole I wish to serve 
God ; if you were at any hour, to offer 
me any worldly advantage in compari- 
son of serving and pleasing God, I hope 
that I should not hesitate one moment 
in my choice — yet there is not a day, 
nay, not an hour passes over my head, 
in which I am not liable to offend 
against the will of God gxievously. One's 
temper is tried — one's patience. There 
is such a multiplicity of business, that 
every season in which one ought to serve 
God is, as it were occupied, and with 
all this, I should verily despair if it were 
not for the promise of help from above, 
— the promise that God will make all 
things work together for our good. I 
hope that he is doing so. God know- 
eth — but my only hope is that God will 
make it so. One thing I am sure of. 
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that I am getting tired of this world— 
humanly speaking I have much more 
work to do. I am sure work is gather- 
ing on all sides of me. I only hope it 
may prove God's work. And why 
should I trouble you with this detail ? 
because I know that to see the troubles 
of others, is often the means of making 
us contented with our own lot ; to see 
the weakness of those who seem to be 
strong, makes the Christian trust in God 
and God only. You no doubt feel many 
remaining and indwelling evils in your- 
self. You have tried to master and to 
eradicate them, and I pray God that 
you may be made able so to do, but 
we must be made able. I feel sure that 
nothing but a special interference of God 
can sanctify me, and I pray God to work 
the change in both you and me. 



LETTER XXIX. 



THE PASSING INTEREST OF WORLDLY THINGS 
PREPARES US FOR HEAVEN. 



My DEAR Mother, 

No doubt when a person has arrived 
at that time of life in which they feel 
the helplessness of age, there must oc- 
casionally arise a thought that all which 
they can do is gone, and that Provi- 
dence has left them without any definite 
object or duty in life. A Christian will 
be unwilling to foster such a thought ; 
but I imagine that in most of us, some 
such thought will occur to the mind. 

L 
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A trust in the goodness of providence 
silences any repining, but still it may 
not be useless to observe the advantages 
which may be derived to the humble 
Christian from this very dispensation of 
providence. During the vigor of life, 
the active duties are not only our great- 
est comfort, but they form the most 
efficient means of turning our minds to 
religious subjects. To instruct the igno- 
rant, not only exercises our own minds, 
but it teaches us the value of religious 
knowledge. To endeavour to reform 
the vicious, forces on us the conviction 
of the evil of sin, and the mercy of God 
in pardoning it. But the object of life 
is to prepare us for heaven, and these 
active duties are apt to absorb the mind 
so much, that if they were continued to 
our last day the mind might be more 
eager to do the work of Grod, than to 
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3t God in heaven. No one taken off 
.he midst of life, who had been zea- 
$ iff the promotion of religions objects, 
lid foil to experience some sort of 
ret at being called off from those 
nts in which he had hoped to glorify 
1. We ought not to feel any such 
ret, but most of us would do so. See 
n the mercy of God* As the old 
ton is forced to retire from the more 
;v€l exertions of life, he gives up the 
es of doing any more good in his 
ettition. The path is left open to the 
^e young and active, and the looking 
k on what we have and what we have 
attempted or accomplished, iSlls the 
rt with a decided conviction of the 
e which we have done when compared 
li our hopes. If there be any good 
formed, we thank God for it. If we 
seive many duties neglected, we beg 

L 2 
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pardon for it ; but we have time to see 
how much more depends on God than 
on ourselves. Grod is all in all — we are 
nothing. And this frame of mind is the 
truest preparation for heaven. It is a 
practical bringing our faith to lead us to 
a heavenly treasure ; not only is every 
earthly tie and joy passing away, but 
the very act of their passing away is 
preparing us for higher joys. It is like 
the hour spent in meditation before 
we begin our prayers. It is a por- 
tion of time, of years spent in think- 
ing of heaven before the gate is opened 
to us. We can do little or nothing. 
We may look back and repent and ask 
for pardon. We may look forward in 
hope, and pray for grace to assist us in 
preparing the mind for its great and last 
change ; but there is a space of external 
inactivity allowed us, before we are 
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called hence and are no more seen. It 
shews the beauty of the prayer, that 
" the more the outward man decayeth, 
God will strengthen us so much the more 
in the inner man." A petition which I 
pray may be accomplished in you, my 
dear Mother, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 



LETTER XXX. 



SANCTIFICATION. 



My dear Mother, 

I do not like to neglect writing to 
you, though in truth I have no special 
subject on which to write ; but if my 
letters are a comfort to you, (and we 
know not how long it may be granted 
us to continue such a correspondence in 
this world,) it seems a pity that any 
laziness on my part should deprive you 
of the satisfaction of hearing from your 
son. Indeed it is a great pleasure to me 
to sit down to write to you; but the 
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number of topics which will suit your 
case becomes every day smaller, and one 
should be glad, if possible, to vary what 
one writes. When one considers the 
sum total of all that is worth knowing 
in this world, it amounts to a very little : 
as my theological knowledge increases, 
my whole stock resolves itself into two 
heads, — Redemption through Christ, — 
Sanctification through the Holy Spirit. 
Gne may vary the comforts which are 
derived to the Christian through the 
ftuth' which he entertains of being recon- 
ciled to Grod now, through the Son of 
God ; the hope on which he rests, that 
he shdll be accepted at the day of judg- 
ment through the blood of Christ ; but 
this is our otfly source of conidence. 
One may look back on the many differ- 
ent Ways in which God has mercifully 
contributed to chasten and reform our 



152 LBTTBE XXX. 

hearts ; but it is all God's doing, and it 
is wonderful in our eyes. No tongue 
can tell of the ten thousand ways in 
which Providence makes the outward 
concerns of this life, tend to promote 
our spiritual good ; but we shall all cont 
fess that we have served a good Master, 
a kind Master, and that we have not 
served him well ; but that notwithstand- 
ing all this, he has been very kind to us; 
and in nothing is he more kind than in 
the way in which he does effect our 
sanctification. I hope and trust that in 
my own case he is doing it by the duties 
which he has imposed on me ; that in 
trying to perform my various duties I 
may learn not to trust in myself, but to 
rely on his Almighty power and good- 
ness. In your case I trust that the same 
work is going on in you, by means of 
that protracted life in which you are 
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from age and infinnities prevented from 
doing any thing, and have only to sit 
i^ill and to vmt the Lord's time. I do 
not know which is most effectual in the 
dispensations of the providence of God ; 
I hope that your work may be going on 
better than mine. I hope that you may 
be conquering, day by day, all the re- 
maining evil which is within you, that it 
may be dying away. Many of our 
temptations do actually cease to exist, 
by the lapse of time and the deadening 
of the body. Many are modified and 
lessened : all are I hope curbed. By 
Grod's grace, as the outward man de- 
cayeth, the inward man is strengthened, 
and the sinner dies away, and the saint 
is raised up; and that, thanks be to 
God, when as far as this world is appa- 
rently concerned, all is over. You are 
passed doing any thing ; but we may 
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pray that all that is good for you may 
be done in you by the Spirit of God. 
Thus prays your affectionate and sinfiil 
son. 



LETTER XXXI. 



SANCTIFICATION. 



My dear Mother, 

No prayer can be better than the one 
which you mention, or more in accord- 
ance with the service of our Church, 
than that the inward man may be 
strengthened the more the outward man 
decayeth ; and perhaps the very pur- 
pose for which God detains you here 
below may be this very one, that your 
heart and soul may be made more holy, 
more fit for heaven, before you go hence 
and are no more seen. And this is per- 
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haps the more correct view of the sub- 
ject than the one which you mix up with 
it in your letter. Christians must place 
their whole and entire hope on the 
mercy of God through Jesus Christ. 
We must say with David, '* Who can 
tell how oft he offendeth : O cleanse 
thou me from my secret faults." No 
doubt, even to the last, there will remain 
sins of which we have never repented, of 
which we have never known ; but it is 
not the actual sorrow for each act of dis- 
obedience which is to wipe off the stain 
of our transgressions. It is the blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is, ** believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved:" but there are unholy habits 
which may remain in the pardoned 
Christian, by which he is not only sore 
let and hindered in running the race 
which is set before him, but which must 
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necessarily render him less fit for the 
ciompany of angels, and of just men 
made perfect. The self-confidence of 
St. Peter was at the very time pardoned. 
Christ had prayed, and no doubt not 
prayed in vain, that the enemy might 
not gain the victory over him, or be 
enabled to sift him like wheat ; and 
perhaps the very fall of that Apostle was 
the appointed means whereby his self- 
confidence was cured. According to 
my view of the matter, the Christian be- 
liever is pardoned, forgiven, and accept- 
ed • through Christ ; but the work of 
sanctification is not so immediate ; we 
grow in grace day by day. The Chris- 
tian who has the hope of salvation, con- 
tinually purifieth himself, even as he 
which hath called us is pure. The 
work of sanctification is often a slow 
work-*-a work of faith wherein the trust 
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of the Christian is the great meaBs 
whereby the heart is cleansed : he con- 
fesses his own absolute weakness and 
relies wholly on Christ : he prays for 
the influence of the Holy Spirit^ and 
strives to walk in the Spirit; and I trust 
that it is this which is going on in. you 
and in your children, and that if God is 
pleased to continue you on earth that 
this process may go on to the end, that 
you may be sanctified more and myore. 
The very weakness of the body is thus, I 
hope, frequently made the means where- 
by the soul is strengthened. We learn 
positively and practically our own utter 
imperfection, and we rely on a power 
above : we put on that child-like state 
of heart without which we cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God, There is not 
merely the second infancy of age coming 
upon the body ; but by God's grace the 
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infancy of spiritual submission is greatly 
promoted by the convictions which 
practically arise from the gradual decay 
of the body. Such an idea of God's 
dealings with his aged servants, may 
seem perhaps to be fanciful ; but I 
cannot help believing that I have wit- 
nessed such a change in persons whom I 
have attended, and I cannot help hoping 
that whether the idea be correct in its 
general outline or no, that this prayer is 
heard, that as the outward man decay* 
eth, the inward will be strengthened ; 
and I am sure I pray that it may be so. 



LETTER XXXII. 



THE MORE THE OUTWARD MAN DECAYETH, &C. 



My DEAR Mother, 

I WILL endeavour to explain the me- 
thods by which God ordinarily fulfils 
that beautiful petition : — '^ That the 
more the outward man decayeth, he 
would strengthen us so much the more 
in the inner man." The bodily and 
mental decay of a human being, who 
has no rational prospects beyond the 
grave, is one of the most frightful, is 
one of the most dreadful and hopeless 
objects on which we can any of us turn 
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r thoughts. The sight of a humble 
iristian daily getting nearer to eter- 
:y ; becoming day by day more weak 
body and more strong in faith, is only 
}S happy than the condition of a Saint 
ready received into glory, as the joys 

heaven exceed all that it can enter 
to the heart of man to conceive. That 
iich will save the Christian is faith, 
faith which does not depend on mere 
fcowledge, but which evinces its since- 
y. m working by love : the strength of 
e faith does not depend on the fulness 

the evidence, on which it is founded, 
it on the sincerity with which that 
idence is received. The patient may 
ive the strongest confidence in the 
odness of the physician without having 
y real knowledge of his skill, and 
ovided he show his ccfcfidence by fol- 
Bving the prescriptions, and the physi- 

M 
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cian be really skilful, all is effected. 
If the Christian have faith in Christ, 
however it was originally founded, still 
if he have faith in Christ ; and have 
always lived in a firm faith, so as to 
endeavour to obey the laws of Christ, 
every hour that he lives will tend to in- 
crease this faith. Even if he hath not 
always obeyed, yet if he has always 
trusted, his own want of obedience will 
have convinced him more and more, 
that his only hope lieth in the mercy of 
God through Jesus Christ: this hope, 
this prospect of being forgiven through 
our Lord and Saviour, becomes more 
strong the more it is looked up to, and 
while the body was strong and the mind 
active, it showed itself in active exertions 
in the cause of religion ; but as the body 
becomes less strong, and the mind less 
active, the possibility of this proof of 
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our faith dies away. The man cannot 
now serve God in any work of obedience 
or Christian zeal, for the body is gone, 
and the mind has become inadequate to 
the task. The desire to do so remains, 
the ability is gone, and the very want of 
the ability to do any thing, strengthens 
the faith in Christ. The Christian has 
always felt that he could really do no- 
thing to benefit God; but has valued 
what he could do, merely as a proof of 
his faith. He was active, not because 
he valued his exertions, but because he 
trusted in Christ : now he trusts in 
Christ, and his very thoughts of heaven 
and Christ are no longer even distracted 
by his thoughts about his exertions ; 
Christ is all in all. He never trusted 
in what he could do, now he can do 
nothing to trust to, his faith has become 
the stronger because his ability has be- 

M 2 
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come the less. The old servant can 
only trust in his master's kindness. This 
is the effect of the decay of the body. 
As the mind decays, it finds itself unable 
to understand those subjects, which had 
previously been plain ; it remembers 
the conclusions at which it had before 
arrived, but it does not understand the 
steps by which it arrived at those conclu- 
sions. The Christian of decaying mind, 
gradually casts off each of the less use- 
ful and more complicated ideas in which 
before he has perhaps framed to himself 
the scheme of Christianity. He has 
tried to understand and reconcile the 
various little difficulties with which 
Christianity is surrounded ; but as the 
reasoning powers become less strong, he 
gradually holds fast those which are of 
the most importance. The young Chris- 
tian's faith depends on the evidence of 
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Christianity to a certain degree ; the old 
Christian has lived with a firm faith, and 
cares not for the evidence on which he 
has grounded it. He is sure of that 
wherein he trusts ; and the less he rea- 
sons, the more he believes. As reason 
vanishes away, faith becomes more and 
more the habit of his mind, and be dies 
with a firm and lively faith, holding by 
his God who can profit him, with all 
the earnestness with which the miser 
holds his money, which can now do him 
no good. As we grow older the body 
always decays, the mind generally does 
so tocT; and God has mercifully given us 
a religion, which will stand by us and 
support us to the last, and when we 
depart hence, receive us into everlasting 
habitations. The treasure is placed in 
heaven, and the heart is drawn there, 
even after the understanding and th*^ 
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body are in a great measure gone. God 
grant that in you and all of us, the more 
the outward man decayeth, we may be 
strengthened so much more in the inner 
man, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



LETTER XXXIIL 



THY WILL BE DONE. 



My dear Mother. 

Thb subject which I would select for 
tny present communication to you, is 
the slight knowledge which we possess 
of what is best for us, even in our worldly 
concerns. It has pleased God to de- 
prive you for the present, and I fear, for 
some time, of that which was a great 
comfort. And the point on which I 
would dwell, is this, how little any of 
us can judge of the effect of this or that 
event upon our own worldly happiness. 
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The affairs of this world do seem to hang 
on so slender threads, that we cannot 
say how they may affect each other; 
and our only comfort is, that notwith- 
standing the decisions we make, God 
rules over all. " Man purposeth, but 
God disposeth.*' When I look back 
upon my own life, how little should I, 
if I had been left to myself, have shaped 
my course as it has been shaped for me. 
Yet how fully do I see, day by day, the 
wisdom and the mercy of all that has 
ever happened to me. I cannot say, 
even yet, that I have arrived at that 
child-like state which would leave all to 
God. I have my own wishes ; and if 
God permitted it, perhaps I might be 
foolish enough to decide for myself : how 
much happier is it to leave the whole to 
God. Probably the state of bodily weak- 
ness to which age and infirmities have 
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laought you, may have enabled you to 
say with more truth, perhaps I should 
say, with less reservation, " Thy will, 
Lord, be done in all things ; be they 
anall or great. Thy will be done." Cast- 
ing all our care upon him, for he carest 
for us. We can hardly bring ourselves to 
believe that the not obtaining that which 
we desire will promote our real happi- 
ness ; and yet I verily believe that all 
God*s dealings with us do so. When, 
then, we are from outward circumstances 
exposed to doubts, we should try to raise 
up in our own hearts a strong feeling of 
trust in God ; looking back on past 
events, — looking to such instances as the 
Bible will furnish to us, as Joseph, — and 
try to establish in our own hearts a full 
persuasion that God not only does rule 
over all, but that he rules much better 
than we do. I would advise you then to 
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read over the history of Joseph, and to 
consider how God brought that to pass, 
which the patriarch foresaw not ; which 
if he had been left to himself, he 
would have prevented ; and on which 
all his own comfort and that of his family 
depended : and God give us grace to say, 
*\Thy will be done." Thus prays. 



LETTER XXXIV. 



JOSEPH. 



My dear Mother, 

My mind has been particuferly direct- 
ed by the services of the day, to the 
history of Joseph and the providential 
care which the Almighty exercised to- 
wards him during the whole of his life. 
Now when I look back upon my own 
life, I cannot doubt that God has ex- 
ercised the same fatherly care over me, 
as he did over Joseph ; and I believe it 
may do us both good, to look at the 
particular features of God's providence 
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over Joseph, and to turn our own minds 
to the same sort of instances as displayed 
in ourselves, Joseph would have been 
in danger from the overfondness of his 
father ; the prosperity thus given might 
very probably have turned away his 
thoughts from God. And both he and 
his father had probably been doing v^rrong 
with regard to the other sons of Jacob. 
The father was partial. Joseph had 
taken advantage of the partiality ; and 
God was pleased to punish both through 
the effects of the partiality. Now if we 
look back upon our past lives, and turn 
our eyes to any point wherein we have 
been in danger, and have done wrong, 
we shall find that God has punished us 
severely as to this very point, and by 
means of this very point. With regard 
to myself, I am thinking at this very 
moment of two particulars, in which I 
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can see that God has dealt so with me. 
First, I have been in danger ; have sin- 
ned ; have been punished, all by means 
of the same particular temptation ; per- 
haps by looking back, you may see the 
same dispensation of providence. 

Next I see that the punishment in the 
case of Joseph was inflicted in mercy, 
to preserve him from a total downfall, 
and to lead him through sufferings to 
religion. I am sure I can perceive the 
same merciful purpose in that which 
has happened to me. I am sure that, 
as far as I can see, I must have been 
quite ruined by either of those habits 
of offending, which the mercy of God 
has chastised in me. Nor can I con- 
ceive any methods which would, as far 
as human eye can go, have been so 
likely to lead me to penitence as those 
very means which God used. The 
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events which attended Joseph produced 
a great good to two nations ; here of 
course the parallel fails ; indeed I would 
only venture to institute it, as far as 
God's dealings with us personally are 
concerned, and all that I can pretend to 
see is, that as Joseph's very punishment 
was made a positive source of good to 
him and to many others ; so I cannot 
conceive any punishments to have been 
more mild than those which God has 
inflicted on me. In the case of Joseph 
there was, over and above the care which 
heaven took of him, a special purpose 
of providing for the Israelites. In all 
this we cannot, institute any comparison; 
but I am sure that the Almighty has 
taken as constant care of us as he did 
of Joseph. And I cannot but hope 
that He who hath begun the good work 
will continue it unto the end: and I 
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iray God that the looking back upon 
rour own life, may in you produce the 
lope which I have ventured to express 
vith regard to myself. May God give 
18 grace to look back faithfully and 
jTuly, and give us a well founded hope 
:hat our sins have been forgiven through 
Christ ; our hearts cleansed through the 
Eloly Spirit ; so prays yours truly. 



LETTER XXXV. 



OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY. 



My dear Mother, 

The subject on which I have been 
thinking, is the use which the Christian 
may make of the history of the Old 
Testament. That which we may hope 
to learn from it, is, I think the nature 
of God's dealings with man. If we 
look at the manner in which the Al- 
mighty treated Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob ; if we consider that this same 
God is our God, the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever, we may expect, 
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that considering the relative situations 
in which we are placed, God will deal 
with us as he did with them. Now the 
great features of his transactions with 
the Patriarchs are these. Their faith 
was tried. Ours has been constantly 
tried, by the presence of worldly enjoy- 
ments hardly consistent with our Chris- 
tian duties, yet such as require a con- 
stant and unceasing watchfulness and 
prayer, that we may avoid those snares, 
which every where surround us, in our 
passage through life. We know that 
heaven is more valuable than any thing 
which this life can offer. Yet we are 
tempted to turn the eye to that which 
is near us, and not to look at those joys 
which are at the right hand of God. 
This has been the common course of 
omr whole life. We have been solicited 
to plack, with too free a hand, of the 

N 
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flowers and fruits which lie along the 
path of our Christian course, and we 
have done so. The Patriarchs were 
punished, whenever they erred ; and we 
have erred and suffered for it. Abraham 
behaved' ill about Hagar, and she was 
the cause of much disquiet to him^ and 
he was forced to dismiss the mother and 
the child. Isaac gave way to the plea- 
sures of the table, and he was deceived 
by a dish of savoury meat. He lovje4 
Esau unduly, and Esau was a grief unto 
him ; and we have done the same. The 
way that God punishes us, is in. so gea- 
tle a manner, that our nearest friends, 
our most intimate connections, are fre^ 
quently not aware of our being punished 
at all. They do not know our sins, per- 
haps; how can they understand our 
punishments ? but the Christian mind 
sees the finger of God in many events 
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mth whicb his life is chequered, in 
which he has been justly punished for 
some sin, some evil habit or temper of 
which the world is by no means aware. 
I love to dwell on these topics by my- 
self, andi to see how mercifully and 
kindly, even in those points wherein I 
haye* been severely punished, God has 
always^ treaJted me. As far as I can see, 
the measure of my chastisement has 
been the least possible, which would 
have answered the purpose of convinc- 
ing me of my sin. I might even now 
have justly been consigned to a fate too 
horrible to think of, and yet here I am ; 
surrounded with many mercies, and 
allowed to- bestow mercies on others: 
how can I thank God enough ? But I 
am persuaded, that the same features 
do in a great degree belong to the life 
of the great majority of Christians. 

N 2 
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And this is, I conceive, the point where- 
in we resemble the Patriarchs. They 
sinned, were punished, they went on in 
sorrow and penitence, trusting on God, 
and they were brought to the close of 
their earthly career, in peace and safety ; 
and no doubt, entered into an everlast- 
ing rest. How many comfortable truths 
have been revealed to us, which pro- 
phets and kings desired to see. How 
sure a rock have we whereon to build 
our hopes. What blessed promises of 
grace and assistance are vouchsafed to 
us ? surely we cannot read Genesis, and 
not hope that we too shall, by the 
mercy and grace of God, arrive safely 
at our journey's end, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, Lord Jesus. 



LETTER XXXVI. 



EXODUS. — OUR GRADUAL DECAY. 



My dear Mother, 

In reading the early part of Exodus, 
the other day, I was much struck with 
the method by which God was pleased 
to prepare the Israelites for their depar- 
ture. Had Egypt been to them a plea- 
^nt dwelling-place, they would, as a 
people, never have desired to quit it: 
some few might have been led by the 
hope of better things, and the promises 
which had been given to their fore- 
fathers, to have relinquished their pre- 
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sent abode, and have travelled through 
the wilderness to the land of promise; 
but the larger portion of the popula- 
tion would have staid where they were. 
The Almighty therefore first exposed 
them to a cruel slavery ; and then when 
the time was come, he made the King 
of Egypt treat them harshly and unjustly. 
Without wishing for the holy land they 
were tired of the land where they were; 
and glad to fly away, in hopes that they 
should be at peace. I need not say, 
that I applied all this to our state in 
tliis world, and the inconveniences with 
which we meet in our earthly pilgrim- 
age. When we are young the world 
smiles upon us; as we grow older our 
cares and anxieties increase more rapidly 
than our pleasures ; and without any sin 
or fault of our own, we are, from the 
very nature of our existence, in a course 
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of gradual preparation for wishing to 
leave this world. Then comes old age, 
and with every comfort that this world 
can afford, with nothing to trouble us 
but ourselves, a person who can see the 
Ileal state in which he is existing, be* 
K^tn^s ready, and as far as he is per- 
mitted to be so, willing and desirous to 
be translated, even through the dark 
valley of death, to a better and a happier 
dwelling place. I cannot help admiring 
the mercy of God in this dispensation : 
viewed in this light, how differently 
shall we regard the common deprivations 
of old age. God takes from us, one by 
<me, each of those faculties which ena- 
ble us to enjoy life ; not to distress us, 
but to warn us that all shall soon be 
taken away. There are, doubtless, many, 
very many minor, perhaps we might 
say trifling, losses to which we are gra- 
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dually exposed. I have even begun to 
feel some of them. You must even now 
have experienced almost all ;. and Uiey 
are each a loss which is well . calculated 
to prepare us for our final change^-^to 
prepare our minds for it,— to prevent the 
possibility of our going on with the same 
feelings towards this world, which ve 
had before entertained ; but viewed in 
this light, every loss is a gain. When I 
am low and foolish, I sometimes think 
what a length of pilgrimage, what a deal 
of work, I still have before me. Each 
of these bodily infirmities, of these sub- 
tractions of our enjoyments here below, 
is a pledge to us that we are going to be 
released ere long. Thus every loss, which 
the man of this world would deplore, as 
a diminution of his pleasure, is converted 
into a comfort to the Christian; and 
every step that we go back in worldly 
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satisfactions, is a step forward in our 
way to the promised land. We lose 
what we might have loved on earth, that 
we may gain that which will be worth 
loving in heaven; and the very decay 
of the outward man, is made the means 
whereby our inward man is strengthened. 
May God of his mercy grant that this 
may be our case, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 



LETTER XXXVII. 



Jonah's gourd. 



My dear Mother, 

I OFTEN think how very like to each 
other human beings are, though divided 
from each other by thousands of years, 
and by thousands of miles. This thought 
came across me while I was thinking of 
Jonah's gourd ; when I considered how 
we all have some gourd of our own 
training, of which the history is very 
apt to correspond with that of the pro- 
phet. While it is growing up, it is a 
comfort to us, — and we rejoice in it,— 
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and we generally set our hearts too much 
On it, and our affections are more wrap- 
ped up in the plant, than in Him who 
niade the plant to grow ; happy are we 
if there be nothing positively wrong ; 
nothing positively against the command- 
ments of God, either in the plant itself, 
or in our manner of cultivating it, — ^but 
when we set our hearts upon it so as to 
exclude God, there must be something 
wrong; and how many of our gourds 
are of this description, at least, if no 
worse ; and then God in mercy sends 
some worm to destroy our gourd. Our 
worldly hopes are blasted, or we more 
frequently find out the folly of our hopes ; 
we find that we had leaned against a 
wall which could not support us in the 
day of trial ; and perhaps we grieve as 
absurdly as the Prophet did; but our 
heavenly Father has a salutary lesson 
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which he desires to teach us. Not the 
same as that which was conveyed to 
Jonah; but one more necessary to us. 
We can look back on life, and see many 
a fond desire of our hearts which we 
once cherished, and in which perhaps 
we had once hoped that we should have 
succeeded, and God has thought fit to 
wither our hopes. In many of these 
cases we can see the mercy which die* 
tated the denial ; in some perhaps we 
see it not as yet ; but we may always 
say, " if God had allowed me to become 
possessed of that which was never grant- 
ed, in what state might I have been at 
this moment." The use of such retro- 
spective examinations of our present state 
is this : — that it teaches us the fatherly 
care which the Almighty has long taken 
of us, inspires the hope that he who 
hath so long favoured, will not cast us 
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off in the hour of greater need. No 
doubt there are sins enough for which 
God might cast us off ; but I cannot but 
hope and trust that he will not do so. 
I know too much evil of myself not to 
feel sure that if God dealt with me as 
I deserved, I should perish ; but I know 
too much of God's mercy, not to hope 
that he will pardon and accept me 
through Jesus Christ his Son. Oh may 
he do so. 



LETTER XXXVIIL 



GODS PROVIDENCE. — ^DANIEL. 



My dear Mother, 

I HAVE been particularly led to think 
of the Providence of God by the lessons 
of the day. I mean the two first lessons 
out of Daniel iii. and vi. where God's 
care of his saints has been so clearly set 
forth. Of course, as we are not called 
to the same trials, as we are not likely 
to be called to any thing like the same 
trials, we have no grounds for expecting 
any thing of the same sort of deliverance. 
But as we serve the same God, as we 
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are equally under his protection and 
guidance, as his mercy endureth for ever, 
we have every reason for expecting that 
somehow or other the same Providence 
which protected and saved them from a 
violent death, will in some way or other 
protect and preserve us in all the changes 
and chances, of this mortal life ; and I 
think that if we will look back to the 
history of our own lives, if we will care- 
fully examine the events which have 
attended us in our earthly pilgrimage, 
we shall find a providence of God as 
constantly watching over us, as con- 
stantly protecting us, as constantly pro- 
ducing good out of evil, as is to be found 
in the stories of Shadrac, Meshac, and 
Abednego, or the miraculous preserva- 
tion of Daniel, But the mass of the 
world will of course be unable to distin- 
guish this providential superiutendance, 
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either in their own case or in that of 
others ; as he can little estimate the na- 
ture of God's dealings with man, who is 
not guided by the Spirit of God. Krst 
of all we do not watch the government 
of God ; therefore many of the provi- 
dential little circumstances on which the 
fate of our lives seem to hang are lost to 
our memory. Secondly, we are not 
always in the habit of referring events 
to God's government. We talk of chance 
or fortune : we forget Grod's provi- 
dence in little things. But if you or I 
could fairly look back on the whole 
course of our own lives, I think that we 
should be able to discover as strong proofs 
of the providence of God governing us, 
as in the cases before us. I have been 
looking back on several points, and 1 
think I can see it. I would advise yon 
to do the same : and I will only mention 
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some cautions which I think we should 
observe in doing so. God brings us now 
on our way to heaven by the ordinary 
concerns of common life. God's object 
is to save us. We do wrong. We are 
often made sensible of the extent of our 
sin by the nature of the punishment. 
We knew that we were sinning ; but we 
were hardly aware of the enormity of it. 
We were following worldly devices, and 
of course neglecting the striving for 
heaven ; and if we had been left to our- 
selves we might probably have conti- 
nued in a course of sin and carelessness, 
and our own hearts might have been 
hardened by the continuance of such 
habits ; and God has mercifully checked 
us by means of those very habits. We 
can see it in the case of a profligate sin- 
We do not so readily perceive ^ 
:n the sin is less offensive to the ey^l 
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of man and our own : when it is» p^ haps, 
our darling sin. The drunkard is mined 
by his habits c^ drinking, and his niia 
makes him see the precipice whereon he is 
standing, and he shudders at the thougb^ 
and in his terror he flies to his Savioiir. 
Many people ' can see Ciod's providence 
in such a case as this ; but if we wouU 
look more minutely into our lires^ we 
should see many instances- in which 
God has checked us, at least, in as merci- 
ful a way ; and it is very useful when we 
can see this. Had Daniel no more ccm- 
fidence in God after the lion's den than 
before ? and when we can see how bis 
mercy has been extended over the least 
worthy of his servants ; when we caa 
see how the same Providence has gov- 
erned the temptation to which we have 
been exposed, how God has prevented 
evil which we have been in danger of 
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bfittging upon ourselvei ; when we can 
see how we wte the objects of his fatherly 
eare^^^ttot of miraculoo^ interference, but 
of cc»igtant watching and of doch inter- 
ference M out case requnred^^— then shall 
we too, learn to trust with the same 
confidence in God, as most have filled 
tbe heart of Daniel or the three children. 
O Father of mercies, whose eye has 
always been over us, who hast guided 
us fix>m the days of our childhood up to 
this hour — hast checked us when we 
were foolish — ^hast chastized us when 
we sinned, and hast of thy great mercy 
made us what we are. We thank thee ! 
We praise thee! We bless thy holy 
name ! and pray that the full conviction 
of thy former mercies may beget in us 
such an entire confidence in thy good 
providence, that we may trust in thee 
the Lord of heaven and earth : that thou 
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who hast given us a Saviour wilt enable 
us to lay hold on thy Son Jesus for sal- 
vation : That thou that didst send the 
Holy Ghost to thine apostles, wilt grant 
Him unto us ; and that unworthy as we 
are, we may be renewed and sanctified 
here below, and at last admitted into 
heaven, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Thus prays your repentant son. Ill 



LETTER XXXIX. 



JOHN XIV. 



Mt dear Mother, 

I HAVE been just reading over the 14th 
chapter of St. John with my family, 
and as there is none in the Bible v^rhich 
I should be more likely to read to you, 
if I were attending you in your last 
hours ; as there is none which I should 
with greater joy hear read to me, if I 
myself were lying on a death-bed, I 
shall suppose you to have just read it 
over, and state my thoughts, as they 
arise in my own mind, while I look 
over the several verses. 
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First, it was a declaration of comfort 
given to the Apostles when their Lord 
and Master was just about to be taken 
from them ; when they were about to 
be placed in most anxious circumstances ; 
and the comfort is that of spiritual as- 
sistance. Fear not. Ye have a Father 
in heaven who will take care of you,— 
Ye have a friend who will never desert 
yoo ; Fear not, you will at last arrive at 
a better place, a place where there is 
no lack of room, for the faithful servants 
of Christ- I am your Saviour,— look up 
to me and fear jiot ; I am going to hea- 
ven to take care that none of my faithful 
followers may be excluded from that 
blessed abode. Fear not, follow me. 
Alas I replies the humble St. Thomas : 
How shall we be able to follow you, how 
shall we know the way ? Look up to 
me, replied our Lord, look up to me, I 
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am the only Mediator by whom you may 
draw uigh unto God. Mistrust me not. 
Mistake me not. — I am in the Father; 
and the Father in me, I am your friend, 
trust that my Father also loves you ; 
and as a proof of our love, we will grant 
you whatsoever ye shall desire. Ask in 
my name — ask through me. — Fear not, 
we will grant your prayer. We love 
you, and this shall be the proof of our 
love. If you wish to show the love you 
bear to me, I will give you a means of 
doing so ; keep my commandments, — and 
I will give you a pledge and support in 
granting you another Comforter, even 
the Holy Ghost. Ye will need much 
assistance while ye remain in the world, 
but fear not, I will give it you ; strive 
to keep my laws, this shall be a constant 
blessing to you, and that inward grace 
which shall be shed in your hearts, shall 



1 

I 
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tell you of my love, shall grant yon a 
peace which this world can neither give, 
nor take away. Ye shall have a sure 
friend in heaven, who will never desert 
you. Now the same principles of com- 
fort will apply to the Christian of the 
present day, when in trouble or fear. 
We need not be alarmed, we have a 
friend above. We have one who is sitting 
at the right hand of God, and who will 
plead our cause. Of course the only 
doubt which can destroy the comfort 
arising from such considerations, is the 
question, whether we be the friends of 
Christ; and this is a question which 
unless we can answer it favourably, 
leaves us where we were before; it 
leaves us in doubt. But the question if 
put in its right light is this, does Christ 
love us ? it is not whether we love him 
as we ought to do : this we do not, but 
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3S he love us ? The very circumstan- 

I under which the Sayiour and his 
ciples were at that moment placed, 
to my mind, a great confirmation of 
r hope. He knew all things — he 
Bw that within a space of time, cer- 
nly not exceeding a few days, these 
ne Apostles would forsake him and 
away. His love towards them did 
t depend on their perfections, but on 

own mercy. This is the pledge on 
tich the Christian rests secure ; on 
nselves we could not depend, on 
list we may depend. Though we 
ffe served him not, yet he abideth 
thiul. I know that I have sinned, 

I I know that Christ can, and I hope 
will pardon me. I doubt not that 

I can do all things ; the question is 
.ether I can believe : all things are pos- 
le to him that believeth ; and I trust 
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that I pray with the Father ia the Gospel, 
'' Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbe- 
lief." My dear Mother, let us pray for 
each other. Help, Lord, our unbelief. 



LETTER XL. 



FAITH IN GOV. 



My dsajr Motheb, 

I HAVE just been reading over the 
23rd. Psalin^ and I do not remember that 
I was ever more struck with its beauty ; 
though I must have read it over hun- 
dreds of times before : — and the point 
which is most peculiarly beautiful, is 
that which renders it especially applica- 
ble to a person situated like yourself. 
Waiting in advanced age for the time, 
when it shall please God to take you 
hence. 
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Happy are they who can truly say, 
** the Lord is my Shepherd," — ^who have 
80 followed Christ as to be able to call 
him their Lord and Master ; who have 
long known the care, with which he 
regards all those who are his followers. 
It is with mourninl hearts we con- 
fess that we have not obeyed God al- 
ways, — that we look back on the many 
faults of which we are conscious ; but 
still we look to our great Shepherd, and 
we wish to be guided by his fostering 
hand. We must too acknowledge that 
we are not so fond of the green pastures 
of heavenly food as we ought to be. 
There has not been, and alas there is not, 
that seeking for holy thoughts, and me- 
ditations on religious subjects, which 
there ought to be, — but then our hearts 
wdsh that we did delight more fully in 
religious subjects of meditation, and 
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while we believe that we are part of 
Christ's flock, we feel sure that onr 
only hope is in our great Shepherd ; 
we feel confident that he so careth for 
his sheep, that we can lack nothing. 
That he has granted to us such blessings 
as nothing else can bestow, — and we 
trust that he is leading us to the green 
pastures, and to the waters of comfort. 
The change of wishes and desires, which 
we find in ourselves, does convince us, 
that he has converted our souls ; and 
though we must still say with shame 
that we have not fully trodden the paths 
of righteousness; yet we do hope, do 
trust that he will perfect us in this for 
his name's sake. There is much to be 
done in us; we are not so holy as we 
wish that we were ; as we might have 
been, if we had used that grace which 
he has granted us, and which we from 
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time to time have neglected ; but tbat 
which is wanting in us, can CRsly be 
supplied by the mercy of GtNL We 
trust that our past sins have been for* 
given by the Almighty for his own dear 
Son's sake. We trust that the work of 
sanctificaticm has begun in our heart!, 
through the influence of the Holy 
Ghost^ That which is wantmg wiU be 
granted, we hope, for his name^s sake. 
And then comes the 4th verse; we ba?e 
given up all hopes in ourselves. We 
are relying on a sounder foundation than 
any which man can lay, and the day of 
our departure is every day approaching* 
The valley of the shadow oi death is 
appalling to flesh and blood. Why need 
we pretend to deny it? Ccmscience is 
busy in accusing; faith is weak, — the 
body is weakened, the mind is often 
debilitated by the weakness of the body, 
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and blessed be God that there is some- 
thing which can even in this hour sup- 
port us. There is a rod and staff which 
can support us^ and notwithstanding all 
the terrors of the enemy^ greater is he 
that is with us, than he which is against 
us. God grant, my dear Mother, that 
you may realize all these blessed feelings 
and promises. That you may be sup- 
ported now, and in your last hours, by 
a faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, — thus 
pnys. 



LETTER XLI. 



SONG OF SIMEON. 



My dear Mother^ 

I HATE been reading and explaining 
to my servants the Song of Simeon » and 
I have been strongly impressed with the 
happy state of mind of that blessed saint, 
and the means whereby such a happy 
temper was vouchsafed to him. What 
is said of him, is, that he was just and 
devout, and waiting for the consolation 
of Israel ; and that the Holy Ghost was 
upon him. That is, that he had lived an 
honest and upright life towards men, 
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as a man of piety towards God, and 
id his mind fixed upon the blessed 
remise of salvation through Him who 
BS to come into the world ; and that 
is mind was under the guidance and 
^fluence of the Spirit of God. He had 
Lith and hope and sanctity ; and God of 
is great mercy was pleased to reveal it 
> him especially, that he should behold 
ie promised Saviour ^ith his bodily 
fss, before those eyes were closed in 
eath. And when he had seen the pro- 
nsed Messiah, he pomred forth his soul 
I that beautiful hymn, which has been 
ppDinted by our Church to follow the 
900Dd lessen, *' Lord ! now lettest thou 
!iy servant depart in peace." This 
ivoar which God granted to one chosen 
snrant is, I trust, in some degree vouch-^ 
ifed to us all : the manner and the mea- 
cire differ, but the blessing . is common ; 

p 
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and the earnest sincerity with which the 
Christian is enabled to say, " Lord ! now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace," 
depends on our being more or less under 
the influence of the same Holy Spirit. 
We have many advantages over Simeon 
to enable us to keep the eye of faith 
fixed upon our Saviour. His blessed 
coming into the world then first revealed, 
has always been known to us : of bis 
life and death we have all our life long 
been permitted to hear and read; and 
our minds have always been directed by 
those who guided us in the Lord, towards 
this great object of faith. We have had 
great advantages to induce us to become 
devout and just. And the same Holy 
Ghost which filled him, will now gladly 
take up his abode with those whose sins 
or evil tempers do not drive away the 
Holy Guest. The Almighty has not 
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promised us any peculiar vision of his 
Son, before we go hence and are no 
more seen, but his mercy often grants it. 
He strengthens our faith and hope, so 
that the departing Christian is enabled 
to see Christ crucified, and redeeming 
us, more clearly than before, and to say 
^th the aged saint, " Lord ! now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, for my 
eyes have seen thy salvation." Perhaps 
it would be presumption in one who has, 
as far as human eyes can see, much of 
labour in the Lord before him ; who by 
sad experience knows that he has much 
within himself which needs correction, 
and the purifying influence of the Holy 
Ghost, to say even in thought, " Lord ! 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace," perhaps it might proceed rather 
from petulant regret at earthly disap- 
pointments, than from a wish to be with 

p 2 
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the Lord. But should God ordain that 
my Kfe should e^er reach that point to 
which yours has been extended^ God 
give us grace to say these words with 
the sincerity of Simeon, and arising from 
the same source, from a- well-grounded 
faith in Christ Jesus, and through the 
sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. 
My friend •- — - has just buried his mo- 
ther, full of hope and full of comfort ; 
and may God give jou grace to say 
heartily, " Lord ! now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace." So prays. 



LETTER XLIL 



MUTUAL FORGIVENESS, 



My dear Mother, 

I AM often led to think of the mercy 
and goodness of God, in all his dealings 
with mankind, when I see the different 
methods by which he teaches us to trust 
fully on him. It is not an easy thing to 
create a perfect confidence in the mind 
of any one« Among human beings, who 
are liable to like passions and weaknesses 
with ourselves, we cannot trust at once ; 
for we fear their changing, but after 
years of experience^ we learn to place a 
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great degree of confidence in them ; but 
there is nothing which so much contri- 
butes to our relying on them^ as being 
called upon to act with them. You trust 
me, for instance, not from reasoning about 
it, — not because I have no motive for de- 
ceiving you, but because having had deal- 
ings with me for many years, you have 
found that the confidence which you have 
reposed in me, has not produced any 
harm. It is the acting which produces 
the confidence. God has said to us, 
that we ought to pray for forgiveness, as 
we also forgive. This is in the most im- 
portant sense applicable to him alone : 
unless we forgive each other, God will 
not forgive us ; but it is true also with 
regard to human beings. If we are 
ready to forgive others,, others will be 
ready to forgive us ; and if we exercise 
among ourselves this duty of forgiving 
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each other, we shall learn to trust in the 
truth and efficacy of the rule, with re- 
ference to God. I look at this as a topic 
of comfort and consolation between you 

and ; a topic which may support both 

of you in the blessed hope, that God also 
hath forgiven both. You have both talk- 
ed to me of your wish to be forgiven, 
and to forgive, and have communicated 
to each other this Christian feeling, — 
and I am sure, with a full conviction on 
both sides, that there is a perfect forgive- 
ness, a strong feeling on the part of botli 
fhat you more need to be forgiven by the 
other, than to grant that forgiveness 
which the other asks. You are both 
sure in your own minds, not only that 
you are ready to forgive, that you do for- 
give, but that you are forgiven, — that each 
bears towards the other the feelings of 
love and kindness. And is not this a 
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reasonable pledge, that the same blessed 
effect has taken place before the throne 
of grace. Is not the joy and tranquillity 
which you both experienced in forgiving 
and receiving forgiveness, in expressing 
that real love which both were grieved 
to see checked in any way, a pledge 
that God's Holy Spirit is guiding the 
hearts of both in that path which shall 
lead to pardon and acceptance? God 
grant that none of us may deceive our- 
selves ; but a want of faith, a want of 
hope, is a deceit as much as an excess 
of confidence. It is better to be humble 
as to ourselves ; but it will not please a 
merciful Father if wfi mistrust his mercy 
and goodness ; and these pledges which 
he gives us in our mutual dealings with 
each other, are I believe, meant to be 
the blessed instruments whereby he 
would create a firm trust and confidence 
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in our minds. When the Scriptures say 
that God is merciful, like as a father 
pitieth his children, it is to assure us 
that he will forgive as readily as any 
earthly parent; — that he will be more 
ready to pardon, than human beings 
generally are towards each other. May 
his mercy grant that this thought may 
be a comfort to you both ; and if you can, 

communicate the idea unto dear . 

God bless you both. 



LETTER XLIII. 



JOY ARISING FROM THE JOYS OF OTHERS. 



My dear Mother, 

I know of no one point in which 
Christians have greater reason for thank- 
ing God, than for that dispensation of 
his, which has . enabled us to be a com- 
fort and blessing to each other, and 
which has told us that we are not our 
own, having been "bought with a price." 
The more a selfish and contracted spirit 
prevails among any society or body of 
people, the less real enjoyment will they 
be enabled to derive from this world. 
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Men have found out this by the force of | 
reason and from experience ; but our 
holy faith cuts at the root of the whole 
temper by commanding us to devote 
ourselves to the good of others, and to I 
seek for our own enjoyments from the 
pleasure which we can furnish to those 
whom we love. As we grow older we 
become less capable of those satisfac- 
tions with which we were more or less 
satisfied, a few years agone. Most of 
the objects in which we feit an interest, 
have ceased to produce any great plea- 
sure to us. Either they have passed 
away, or we have so passed away from 
them, that we should no longer enjoy 
them, if we could partake of thera. We 
have a beautiful instance of the fact in 
the case of Barzillai the Gileadite, in his 
answer to David : he could no longer 
taste what he ate or drank, but be could i 
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Still advance his son Chimham; and 
that which he experienced with regaid 
to his son, the Christian will feel towardi 
all those who are connected with him 
by the bands c^ a common fedth. Nov 
I cannot help believing that we owe t 
great debt of gratitude towards God 6x 
having established this law; and I kD0W 
of no one particular in which Christianity 
adds so much to the stock of human hap^ 
piness, as by thus giving us a share ii 
all the happiness which is going on ifi 
the world. If one Christian friend is 
enabled to contribute to the spiritntl 
advancement, or to the earthly support 
of another, it becomes a great source of 
pleasure ; if good is going on, even if 
we have in no wise contributed to it, 
we are allowed to participate in the 
good, by means of that sympathy which 
every servant of Christ entertains towards 
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each other ; and surely we have great 
reason to thank God for all this. If we 
are the servants of Christ, we shall take 
advantage of the law; but it was no 
human wisdom which established the 
law itself. The human law is precisely 
the contrary to the spirit of this hea- 
venly ordinance. We seek for happi- 
ness by seeking our own, and not pro- 
moting each other's good; but if we try 
to benefit others, because we are not our 
owD> and have been *^ bought with a 
price,'' we b^iiefit others, we benefit our- 
selves, and we lift up the eye to Christ 
dying for us, — the means of present 
grace, — the hope of foture glcny- May 
Grod grant that we may do so, and that 
his Uessing may be upon our endeavours. 



LETTER XLIV. 



THIS LIFE A STATE OF TRIAL. 



My dear Mother, 

There is no more common feeling 
than the desire of which we are all occa- 
sionally conscious, to be set free from 
our bodily wants and human infirmities. 
When we look forward to heaven, there 
is no one particular, more beautifully 
marking the superiority of that blessed 
place, than that we shall be free from all 
our wants, and all our imperfections ; but 
this world would cease to be a world of 
trial, if we were not surrounded by both 
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of these while we continue in the flesh. 
If we regarded the question rightly, we 
should soon see the folly of such a de- 
sire. This life is a state of trial, and 
the trial is perhaps as necessary to our 
spiritual advancement, as exercise is to 
the health of the body ; and most of the 
trials of life depend on our bodily wants. 
When our Saviour was tempted, one of 
the temptations was that he was hungry. 
The special use of all this, as I conceive, 
is, that as our bodily wants are daily and 
constantly recurring, so we may have 
daily, and hourly, an opportunity of 
subduing, and mortifying, and restrain- 
ing our natural passions. The use of 
the trial is to bring us back again into a 
holier and therefore happier state, from 
which man has by transgression fallen. 
God might by some great trial at once 
bring us back again ; and if we were all 
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exposed to a great trial, liow many of 
us should have given way, and £allen for 
ever ? but the trial on each occasion is 
small. The assistance granted is ade* 
quate to it, and if we can freqaently re- 
sist the temptation, we grow stronger in 
the Lord. Nothing but a little and fre- 
quent temptation could have afibrded 
us this same species of trial, and wbai 
we consider how often we have given way 
to small and bodily temptations, we must, 
I think, be very grateful, that we were 
never exposed to a severe trial. But then, 
on the other side, how dreadful is the 
thought, that if we often give way to small 
trials and commit small offences against 
God, we are every day heaping up wradi 
against the day of wrath. I have bera 
drawn thus to express myself for two 
reasons: — one, because I think that 
this view of the subject will prove to 
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you, that even in your aged and debili- 
tated state, you are not free from trials, 
and are still growing in, or falling from 
grace; and secondly, because, when I 
consider my own failures, of which the 
world of course knows nothing, — at 
least very few know any thing, I see 
not only how much need I have to pray 
for myself, but how much need I have 
to ask for the prayers of others, — I need 
not say that you have a daily interest in 
our prayers. I pray God that he will 
enable you to grow in grace, in those lit- 
tle trials to which you, as well as all 
other people, are so constantly exposed ; 
and I would request you to offer up a con- 
stant prayer to God, that as he has been 
pleased to expose some of your children 
to a much greater degree of temptation, 
on account of the situations in which 
they are placed, so he will enable them, 

Q 
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in the daily little trials, to which we are 
all liable, to grow stronger and stronger in 
the Lord, till we shall become God's 
faithful servants, and be translated hence 
through God's mercy to a better place. 
My dear Mother, — You do not know 
how your son gives way to that to which 
he ought to be ashamed of yielding,— 
then pray, pray, pray for him, — and 
may God Almighty hear your prayer. 



LETTER XLV. 



TEMPTATIONS CONQUERED. 



My dear Mother, 

I DO not know of any one point in 
the prospect of a future life, which 
seems to me to be more blessed than 
the idea of being free from temptation. 
According to our different characters 
and temperaments in this world, we are 
daily exposed to some wrong desire 
which will and does, from time to time, 
get the better of us, and overcome our 
firmest resolutions of obedience. Many 
temptations have without doubt, to a per- 

Q 2 
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son on the brink of the grave, like your- 
self, lost almost all their force. About 
one half the objects on which we are most 
of us interested and excited, a person 
so situated can feel nothing ; but the 
force of the temptation does not depend 
on the thing sought for, be it small or 
great ; the difficulty of resisting depends 
frequently on the very smallness. Those 
offences against God which depend on 
the temper, are most common where 
there is the least apparent temptation ; 
and we are frequently violent or peevish, 
in matters which are of no real impor- 
tance at all. I know I find it so. I 
wish I could say that I was improving 
in this particular. I sometimes hope 
that I am, and then I find that all falls 
back again ; how fast bound with the 
chain of my sins does this state of mind 
show that I am, and what a blessing 
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would it be if any power above could 
free one from such a temptation. I know 
that the daily trials under which I give 
way, were graciously intended to cure 
these evil dispositions, and now instead 
of curing they add force to the evil 
habit; what would I give to be set 
free ; my only hope is that God will do 
it : with me it is impossible ; but with 
God all things are possible: but we 
must be set free, at least, in some de- 
gree, here, or we shall never enjoy the 
freedom which heaven will impart. I 
often think that such a protracted old 
age as the Almighty has granted you ; 

such continued illness as endured, 

or such acute sufferings as carried off 

, are peculiarly suited to work in 

us this great work of the sanctifica- 
tion of our tempers, and I know not 
which of these methods the mercy of 
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God may employ in my case ; perhaps 
my present round of daily business was 
destined by the Lord to wofrk this good 
work upo(n the soful. I sometimes hope, 
(though I daily fear,) that some such 
change is taking plac^ in my temper, but 
it must be God's doing : oh may he give 
to both of us grace to employ that gra- 
cious method which his \^isdom has se- 
lected. I well know that among all tKe 
hindrances to Christian perfection with 
which I find myself surrounded, there is 
none which seems so invincible as that of 
temper ; and perhaps this confession of 
my own weakness may direct you in your 
prayers for your son, and may suggest 
such thoughts as may be useful to you in 
your own course. God grant it may be so. 



LETTER XLVI. 



WHAT SUPPORT A CHRISTIAN MAY EXPECT, 



My dear Mother, 

I THINK it is always a good thing for 
us to see what we may, and what we 
may not, expect from our religion, I 
mean,'what sort of aid, what sort of com- 
fort we may hope' to receive from the 
religion which we profess. Now I think 
that it is clear that we have no ground 
for hoping that we, as Christ's servants, 
shall be less exposed to dangers spiritual 
or temporal than other persons. Our 
great Master ** was tempted in all points 
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like as we are," yet without sin. It is 
quite enough for the servant if he be as 
his master. Can we be discontented, 
when our Lord '^ had not where to lay 
his head ? " When therefore it is said, 
that " the Lord will take care of his own," 
it cannot mean that they shall not have to 
struggle against difficulties either tem- 
poral or spiritual. There are so many 
reasons why we should be forced to suf- 
fer, that we can easily understand the 
text : *' Whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth." What then is the advantage 
of the Christian ? It is that he is sup- 
ported under the trial by inward strength. 
There is not only a power imparted to 
us which enables us to resist the trial ; 
but there is, I think, always a counter- 
vailing good, which more than outdoes 
the evil apparently arising from the trial. 
Poverty is a great trial ; but there are 
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numberless texts which show that the 
poor are the especial objects of our 
Saviour's love. And look at a poor man 
dying, and a rich man dying ; one who 
has many good things to leave behind, 
and one who has nothing to quit which 
any one could desire. This very differ- 
ence prepares the one, and indisposes 
the other to death. Look at worldly 
disappointments. Who can say but that 
if God had granted that which I have 
foolishly wished for, it might have proved 
the source of my being finally rejected ? 
Who can say that every Christian feel- 
ing in which I now rejoice, may not 
really depend on that which at the time 
I deplored ? I think then that what we 
may expect is, to be able to acquiesce 
in God's dispensations, and to feel that 
they are a mercy to us. This I imagine 
we have reason to expect during the 
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whole of our lives ; and when we are 
drawing nearer to our end, I do not think 
that we have any ground for hopii^ 
that the death of every true Christian 
will be a triumphant end. When this 
is granted, it is doubtless a great bless* 
ing — a great glory to Grod and benefit 
to Christians ; but I have no right to ex- 
pect that the death of every Christiaii 
shall be rejoicing, or to draw any unfa- 
vourable conclusions from those that 
are not so. God knows that there have 
been sins enough to make any death 
dark and gloomy. If we have not lived 
up consistently to our calling, how can 
we hope that we shall be specially 
allowed to exhibit the force and strength 
of religion? but I cannot help hoping 
that they who are pardoned through the 
blood of Christ, will be so supported by 
the Holy Ghost that their death shall 
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be full of hope and peace. If we can 
cast all our care on Him, we know that 
he careth for us, and we may expect 
to feel this truth when we walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death. We 
may expect that in that lonely valley 
God's rod and staff will succour us ; and 
thus supported, we can lack nothing. 
May God grant us such support when we 
lie on our death-beds, through Jesus 
Cliri^t our Lord. 



LETTER XLVII. 



AFFLICTIONS TURNED TO BLESSINGS. 



My dear Mother, 

I HAVE been thinking for the last day 
or two on the blessings which religion is 
able to afford, when we are in affliction. 
My attention has been drawn to this 
subject, by the domestic afflictions of 

poor , who has lost his youngest 

sister — that is, her who was the young- 
est, through the death of her junior. 
Both of them, I believe, were in a happy 
Christian state before their departure; 
and both suffered greatly. No one there- 
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fore could have wished them to be con- 
tinued in this life. A heathen must have 
deemed the separation, a less evil than a 
continuance of pain ; but religion is able 
to bring the mind into such a frame, that 
we may regard the dispensation as a bless- 
ing. It is not merely that death is the 
least of two evils ; but both these dispen- 
sations, which a heathen must regard as 
evils, are by the mercy of God converted 
into blessings through the way in which 
the Christian will receive them. I see 
a person suffering great bodily pain. I do 
not know how it is to benefit him ; but I 
feel sure that God, who sent the pain, 
meant it to benefit him ; and generally 
if any one will look into the question 
for himself, he will find that it does some 
how or other benefit him. I am sure I 
have found it so invariably in my own 
case ; (that it was meant to benefit, and 
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had the tendency to benefit,) and in every 
case of other people, though of course 
one knows little of the hearts of others, 
I have seen enough to convince me of the 
wisdom and love of a superintending 
Providence ; and when a friend beholds 
the state into which human beings are 
brought by bodily suffering, when there 
is Christian hope and feeling, he must 
be blind to the ways of God, who does 
not acknowledge a merciful hand in all 
this, — a hand which prepares us first for 
death, and which makes death to us, 
'' the gate of everlasting life.'* In other 
cases, such as your own, we cannot be 
too thankful that the suffering of much 
pain has been spared ; but that feeble- 
ness and weakness, with which old age 
is usually attended, has the tendency of 
producing one good effect, and is pro- 
bably meant to produce it. When 



AFFLICTIONS TURNED TO BLESSINGS. 239 

people grow old they feel how little they 
can do to serve God, by relieving those 
who are in want, through their own per- 
sonal exertions, — " once I could do so 
and so, now this is all gone by,** — a feel- 
ing which is calculated to create in the 
mind a strong confidence and faith in 
God. What little I could ever do, I am 
now unable to continue, but the same 
power which has taken away the ability, 
will accept the wish. What I could do 
at the best, was as nothing, but thanks 
be to God, he never bade me trust on 
what I had done or could do, but teach- 
ing me that after I had done all, (which 
I have not done,) I was but an unpro- 
fitable servant, he bade me say with the 
publican — God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner ! The very helplessness of not being 
able to do what we see might be done, 
inclines us to repose with full reliance 
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on that power which can, and will sup- 
port us. It is a truth which stares me 
in the face in every direction. Looking 
at the abominations around us, it seems 
as if the case were hopeless, and so to 
man it is hopeless ; but the same diffi- 
culty proposed to our Saviour, must 
make us hope that the same answer will 
be given to us. Who then can be saved? 
With man it is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible. A feeling which 
is a great blessing. I know how little 
I deserve heaven ; but God may give it 
me, though I deserve it not. Which, may 
God grant to us all, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord ; prays your aflfectionate son. 



LETTER XLVIII. 



THE JOY OP MOURNING. 



My dear Mother, 

It is always a great and Christian 
pleasure to behold any one of God's 
promises fulfilled in ourselves, and I 
cannot help hoping that the last week 
has given us all a proof how *' All 
things work together for good to them 
that fear God ; " — ^how, to translate the 
same words into the language of every- 
day life, religion converts even misfor- 
tunes into blessings. The Almighty 
disposer of all events has been pleased 

B 
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to take from us a near and dear re- 
lation. I cannot doubt in my own 
mind, that the change is a happy 
one to her. There was in her case less 
of the rejoicing in hope, than perhaps a 
Christian friend might have desired, but 
her disorder was of a most depressing 
character, and the remedies applied to 
her, were of a very lowering tendency; 
and she knew too much of Christian 
obedience to be satisfied with her own 
life. The texts which she repeated 
with the greatest earnestness and plea- 
sure, were '' With man it is impossible, 
with God all things are possible." 
''Lord, I believe, help thou, mine un- 
belief." *' Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved." With 
this view of the subject, I cannot help 
regarding the loss merely as it refers to 
us, and the seeing how God in his mercy 
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has been pleased to convert the mourn- 
ful office of attending the death-bed 
and funeral of a dear relation, into a 
means of self-improvement and Chris- 
tian rejoicing. First then, this event 
has brought death nearer to me than any 
other event ever did before. The loss of 
one Virho belongs to an older generation, 
is in the natural course of things. She 
was nearer to me. Much of the evil 
wiiich was visible in her, was shared 
with her in common by myself. God 
has granted me many blessings which 
he appef^irs to have denied to her. He 
allowed her not to enjoy much bodily 
strength and activity which might be 
employed in his service ; and there is 
nothing for which I am so bound to thank 
Grod as the energy which he has in 
a measure sanctified by allowing it to be 
used for him. I know and am sure of 

R 2 
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much more sin existing in myself, than 
I can believe to have existed in \i&, 
" poor soul/* and when I saw her trem- 
bling, on the verge of eternity, lest her 
sins should not be forgiven, it made ine 
pray as earnestly as ever I prayed in my 
life. God grant that I may never for- 
get it ; but may search my own heart 
and try to discover every remaining sin* 
Then there is a great privilege in 
being allowed to meet a whole family 
of whom we may really presume, 
among ourselves, that we are all the 
servants of the Lord Jesus Christ : to 
lay one relation in the grave, and stand 
between two others, and say, that we 
place the body there in sure and cer- 
tain hope of the resurrection. We did 
each then hope, that we should meet 
in joy hereafter. I do hope it now, con- 
fidently hope it, humbly hope it ; such 
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hours bring home the reality of one^s 
faith to one. When one is attending 
strangers, one speaks the words of the 
Bible ; one has repeated them in full 
faith ; but the saying them of a dear friend 
and of one-self, brings it home, doubly 
home to one's own heart. I do assure you 
that my visit has, I trust, been a good to 
me and a great pleasure to me. I thank 
God for it, and trust that we shall all 
have reason for thanking God for it. I 
pray God that He will take us as we are 
each best prepared, and that the loss of 
each succeeding relative, may prepare 
those who remain for their own death. 



LETTER XLIX. 



WATCHFULNESS AND HOPE. 



My dear Mother, 

I HAVE been much struck in lookii^ 
at the two subjects. Watchfulness and 
Hope when combined, as showing the 
mercy of God who accommodates all his 
dispensations to the wants of his crea- 
tures. Watchfulness would die a natu- 
ral death if it were not for hope which 
kept it alive ; and hope would be a dan- 
gerous ingredient in our hearts, would 
dispose us to fall asleep at our posts, if 
it were not for Christian watchfulness. 
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Placed as you, and indeed all of us, are, 
on the verge of eternity, if It were not 
for hope, I do not see how you could be 
watchful. AH that you could ever have 
hoped to do must have been long ago 
accomplished, or have been left undone, 
— the hour of doing is past. And it is 
doing which keeps us watchful. There- 
fore, now that there is nothing to be 
done, the natural tendency of the human 
mind would be to drop into the same 
inactivity afe oppresses the body. And 
what is it which can preserve the mind 
from the same state ? Hope bids us go 
on striving to the last. The journey is 
nearly over. The battle which is to be 
won, is the victory over ourselves. Our 
own hearts tell us that this victory has 
been only partially accomplished. That 
there is still much to be done in us, if 
not by us. God may be sanctifying us 
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OD a bed of sickness. God may be purv* 
fying the heart even at the eleventh 
hour, when to the eye <^ the world the 
contest is over. This struggle of oar 
own sanctification is never over. Iti$ 
going on to the last. Every rising 
weakness, every disorderly temper raises 
in our hearts a fear, a motive to watch- 
fulness, lest we should lose the prize at 
the end of the race ; and this fear would 
perhaps destroy our faith, even when 
that faith was most needed, but hope 
comes in and becomes the helmet of our 
salvation. We hope that God will do 
that in us, which we see is needed, and 
which we feel ourselves too weak to ac- 
complish in ourselves. Hope enlivens 
faith, and both make us watch and pray; 
make us go on doing so even to the end. 
The hope that all the events which are 
occurring around you, are working toge- 
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ther for your spiritual good, and working 
in us a holier temper, a holier state of 
mind, is the strongest motive for watch- 
fulness. We hope and therefore strive 
that no negligence of ours may make us 
falter and fail even at the end. We 
hope that God is carrying on the good 
work even now. We hope and there- 
fore we strive. God grant that both of 
us may have reason to hope, and so to 
strive, and that we may at last enter 
into the joy of our Lord, through Jesus 
Christ. Thus prays. 



LETTER L. 



MY OWN UNWORTHINESS. 



My dear Mother, 

It is a profitable task from time to 
time to look back on one's past life, and 
to count as far as memory will serve, the 
various mercies with which God has of 
his goodness supplied us. There are 
two species of benefit, one as it shows 
forth the goodness of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, — the other, as it shows to our own 
minds our own unworthiness. We see 
how full of '* sins, negligences, and igno- 
rances" our life has been, and how God 
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has, from day to day, delivered us from 
the baneful effects of. our own faults; 
how he has stretched out the right hand 
to us when we were sinking ; and it 
raises up in the mind a reasonable sort 
of hope, that be .who has shown isuch 
repeated proo& of loving-kindness will 
never let .us perish at the end. I own 
to you that God's mercies towards my- 
self do surprise me ; perhaps others may 
have been dealt with in.. no less kiDd a 
manner ; hut I can never know of others, 
as I know of .myself, the unworthy re- 
turns which I. have continued to make 
for all his goodness. I do wonder that 
with all the evil which I am conscious 
to have been in me,^ I ever was brought 
to a clear and real receiving of the 
Gospel; and 1 wonder more when I 
had received it, and turned back again, 
that He did not. even then give me up. 
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We can ourselves feel how much more 
angry we are with a backsliding servant 
or friend, than with an indifferent per- 
son : how it does dishonor God when 
we, who profess ourselves the followers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, live unworthy 
of our holy calling ; and how much more 
offensive it must be to that Eye which 
will not behold iniquity, when those 
whom he has favoured and sent with 
special advantages into his vineyard, are 
wanting in the duty which we owe the 
great Owner of the vineyard. I feel this 
myself, in a way that I cannot describe 
to others. It is true that your son has 
had advantages and privileges which his 
mother never possessed. But there is 
much in common among all the favoured 
servants of the Lord ; and I dare say 
that your feelings about yourself do in 
some respects at least resemble those of 
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your son. Viewed in point of justice, 
Giod's goodness does but increase our 
guilt : woe is me that I have offended so 
good a Master. But when I confess my 
j^iilt, when we smite upon the breast 
^nd say, '* God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner," then even our own unworthiness is 
swallowed up in the exceeding goodness 
of the Most High. All his previous 
loving-kindness does, it is true, give him 
a greater right to punish me ; but the 
kindness of our heavenly Father leads 
us to expect that when we return unto 
his arms in the manner that the prodigal 
did, that then he will receive us with 
the same kindness as was exercised to-^ 
wards the younger son. The more I 
look at God's dealings with mankind, 
especially with myself, the more am I 
led to hope that he will, day by day, 
renew a right spirit within me, and ac- 
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cept me as his own, unworthy though 
I be ; and I trust that this is a growing 
feeling in my dear mother's breast. 
May God bless you and hear your 
prayers, ahd those of your children, and 
pardon us all, and accept us through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 



LETTER LI. 



MEANS OF SANCTIFICATION, 



My dear Mother, 

I DO Bot know B greater blessing 
which God in his mercy has conferred 
upon his servants, than that he has given 
us the power of being useful to each 
other, and made that power of doing 
good to others, the greatest source of 
comfort and improvement to ourselves. 
You say that my letters are a comfort to 
you. I hope that they may continue to 
prove so while God detains you in this 
world ; but I am sure that the being thus 
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called on to turn my own mind to such 
points of doctrine, and such topics of 
thought as may probably benefit you, is 
a very useful task to myself. It has 
pleased God during the last twelvemonth 
to take off several members of our fa- 
mily, who are in the generation above 
me ; and looking at those who remain, 
we cannot expect that they will be con- 
tinued here long, and when two or three 
are gone, I shall be left the eldest, and 
from my habits of constant exertion the 
one most likely to go the first. I am 
now placed in a bustling world, and so 
mixed up with the bustle, that I ought 
not to live to myself and for myself. I 
fear that I am engaged in too many 
tasks, but I know not which of all these 
I ought to relinquish ; and yet I cannot 
but deplore the distraction which ac- 
companies my many occupations. I am 
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as others, daily drawing nearer to eter- 
nity, and I have hardly time to bring 
home the thought to my own mind. I 
can hardly realize it. I sit down to 
write to you, and I am forced, if not to 
realize it, at least to see its nearness. 
I cannot, and I would not close my eye 
to the truth, that in a very short time 1 
shall have to write to you no more. I 
hope and trust that you have laid hold 
on eternal life, offered us through Jesus 
Christ. I write to you as such. I know 
you feel many weaknesses and sinful 
remembrances still clinging to the flesh. 
I hope that they are pardoned. I hope 
that they may be lessened by the influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghost on your heart. 
That the time which is left you, may 
be spent in such religious thoughts and 
exercises, as may foster the sanctifica- 
tion of your heart by the Holy Spirit. 

s 
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That while you are spared us, every day 
may see you growing in grace, improved 
and strengthened in the inner man ; but 
I would request that among the prayers 
which you oflFer up for us all, you would 
not forget this, that your children may 
all be advanced in -Christian knowledge, 
and purity, and grace ; and that God 
will bless your son by making these bis 
Sunday letters the means of fixing in his 
mind those Christian principles, which 
can alone support us in this worldi or 
prepare us for a better. I need not re- 
peat the assurance that you are always 
remembered in our prayers. I doubt 
not that we find a place in yours. I am 
sure I need the prayers of others more 
than they would believe. Pray for me. 
Yours truly. 



LETTER LII. 



THE CHRISTIAN WAITING FOR DEATH. 



My dear Mother, 

' In looking at the advantages of Chris- 
tianity, I know of none which places 
it more entirely above every other reli- 
gion, than its peculiar suitableness to all 
states and conditions of a human being. 
It exalts the humble, and brings down 
the proud. It stimulates the strong 
and active to more strenuous exertions ; 
and it furnishes with peculiar duties, 
those who have now no earthly strength 
left for exertions. When it tells us 

s 2 
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to be like men who are waiting for the 
coming of their Lord, it furnishes every 
Christian with a line of duty, which 
shall be the best suited for the state in 
which he or she may be placed, and 
prepares them for that state into which 
they are about soon to enter. The tran- 
quil looking for eternity, which is the 
only path open for the aged servant of 
Christ, is peculiarly calculated to make 
us fit for that everlasting state. Our 
trust is in Christ ; our hope is that his 
Holy Spirit will sanctify our minds, and 
make those souls of ours which we have 

defiled, clean by the influence of hea- 
venly grace. The exertions of our days 
of strength, were all destined to have 
this tendency. God mercifully enabled 
us to perform them, that by means of 
them our hearts might be purified. Our 
strength has in old age passed away. 
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There is nothing more which we can do ; 
but the quiet and involuntary inactivity of 
the decline of life, is full as much suited 
to the purification of the soul, as the 
zeal and earnestness of our earlier exer- 
tions. We might have been foolish 
enough to look to our own deeds. Now 
the very thought of doing any thing has 
passed. God must do all. We never 
fancied that we could do any thing to 
merit God*s favour ; but we could do 
that, which we hoped would be accept- 
able to the Most High : now all that is 
left to us is to sit still, and to receive 
the goodness which our heavenly Father 
showers down upon us ; and this very 
quiet waiting in faith, is, I am convinced, 
that which of all things is best calcu- 
lated to produce that effect which is 
wanting in us. The faith thus exercised 
in patiently waiting God's good time, 
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is of all things the best suited to raise 
us into such a state as will make us fit 
for heaven. The quiet looking forward 
to that future joy, into which we pre- 
sently hope to be admitted, lifts up the 
soul, so that it has, as it were, a foretaste 
of that bliss, of which we are not in 
this life capable. I hope and trust that 
such a feeling is far from presumption. 
It rests entirely on the feeling sure of 
God's especial mercy already displayed 
towards us. We have reason to hope 
that he hath begun a good work in us, 
and the expectation is not unreasonable, 
that He that hath begun the good work, 
will perfect it even to the end. Here 
then an old Christian may sit happily 
and hopefully trusting in God ; praying 
for more grace, striving through that 
grace to master what remains of evil, 
and to be ready for the coming of his 
Lord. That this may be your state, prays. 



LETTER LIIT. 



NEARNESS OF DEATH. 



J^Y DEAR Mother, 

There is one great dksadvantage in this 
place which God has assigned me, that 
I have so many calls on my time, that 
I. can hardly find seasons for quiet me- 
ditation and self-examination. Perhaps 
I am wrong in not more strenuously 
setting apart certain s^cific hours for 
this > purpose; but the ^being forced to 
write to you now and theti, funlishes 
me with something, if not quite; what 
I could wish for, at least, very much 
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like a time dedicated to better thoughts. 
And in one respect this employment has 
an advantage over what I could enjoy, 
if my mind were not more immediately 
directed towards you. The thoughts of 
one so dear and so connected with me, 
softens the mind for holy meditations, 
and the certain conviction, that your 
continuance on earth cannot be very 
long, gives a nearness to eternity, which 
the possibility of my being continued 
here for twenty years longer, cannot 
afford : of course I may go first ; but 
humanly speaking, I may live for some 
years. It is difficult to bring home the 
nearness of death to myself. I cannot 
help thinking of it when my thoughts 
are turned towards you. Therefore do 
not doubt that my writing to you may 
be at least as great a benefit to myself 
as to you. And as you perhaps were 
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advanced in our holy faith, by trying 
to teach it to your children, so may 
God grant that what I am enabled to 
do for you now, may redound to my 
spiritual advancement, as much as to 
yours; and while I press on the chil- 
dren of my parish, the blessing of 
early piety, of early self-dedication to 
Grod, I cannot help thanking the giver of 
all good gifts, for early education in reli- 
gion, and the early example of it before 
my eyes in my own home. We know 
that all was not right. I do not wish 
to praise my parents foolishly : but I 
thank God that I lived with, and was 
brought up by parents who feared God, 
and never tried to deceive their children 
by any false show of religion. I know 
evil of myself, of which probably no 
human soul will be aware till the day 
of judgment. I dare say this is the 
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case with every one who knows, any 
thing of the law of God, or who tries to 
obey it ; therefore no doubt there are 
many things, which press upon your con- 
science, particularly respecting the 
events and conduct of our early life. I 
do not advise you to try to hide them 
from your own mind ; I love to think on 
my own past sins, for it makes me see 
the mercy of God, more clearly than 
any thing else, — and I believe that the 
consideration of God's mercy towards 
me, notwithstanding my sins, tends more 
to draw up my soul towards heaven and 
heavenly things, than any other thought. 
It makes the heart say ; By the grace of 
God I am what I am. And when we 
see the mercy that has been shown us, 
we learn to trust in mercy ; not blindly, 
but through a merciful Saviour. Once 
more, then, I thank God, while I beg 
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pardon for having made no better use of 
this great favour. I pray too, that you 
may thank God, and be drawn nearer to 
him by the thought. 



/ « ^/ 
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LETTER LIV. 



PREPARATION FOR DEATH. 



My dear Mother, 

The subject to which I shall endea- 
vour to draw our thoughts, is that of the 
mercy shown us by God in giving us 
due and protracted notice of our death. 
I shall not insist, from any proofs, that 
when he does so we ought to thank him, 
but rather try to point out why we ought 
to do so ; premising that the presumed 
object of all his dispensations towards us 
proceeds on the ground that in order to 
our being admitted into the joys of 
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heaven, it is necessary that our minds 
should be brought to that child-like 
submission to his will, that total acqui- 
escence in all his dispensations, which 
will probably form a chief part of our 
joy hereafter. We cannot pretend to 
say in what these pleasures will consist, 
but we know that we might be perfectly 
happy here on earth if we had learnt a 
perfect submission to the will of God ; 
and it may well be imagined that all 
which it pleases the Almighty to impose 
upon us here below, may have this great 
object in view, — to teach us perfect sub- 
mission. The uncertainty of death, as 
to when it will overtake us, is the means 
whereby God teaches obedience to the 
young. Then God's will is to be done 
by them. They have no desire to give 
up those active employments in which 
they are engaged ; and lest they should 
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disobey, they are forewarned that they 
may be cut off in a moment. As the ac- 
tivity of a religious person diminishes, 
they will gradually cease to fear death, 
and might perhaps wish for it, were 
there not an animal dread of dissolution, 
and a Christian feeling that God will 
choose the best time for us. In the ge- 
neral laws which God has laid down, it 
is not impossible but that habits which 
are less consistent with our Christian 
calling, may only be capable of being 
changed by a very protracted course of 
a contrary habit ; and where, from world- 
liness, indifference, or inattention to re- 
ligion, a temper of mind less ready to 
acquiesce in God's dispensations has 
been formed in us, it is not impossible 
that a continual looking-for of death 
may be the appointed means of restoring 
the mind to its proper tone. Each of us 
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must take up our cross and follow Christ, 
for the purpose of practising this child- 
like acquiescence; and to a declining 
Christian the painful or protracted ad- 
vance! of death may be the medicine by 
which former evil tempers are changed; 
and a Christian submission produced. 
The near prospect of death, even when 
we are ourselves not likely to die, is a 
thought which engenders many admira- 
ble sentiments, and a state of mind pe- 
culiarly tranquillizing and blessed, and 
the personal feeling which arises from 
looking forward to our own decease, is 
more than ever blessed if it create a 
hope that the very trials to which we 
find ourselves exposed, are intended to 
make us more suited for everlasting joys. 
Every pain of body or pang of conscience 
affords a new exercise for Christian pa- 
tience, and every earthly pleasure which 
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the gracious Giver of all good vouch- 
safes, is at once a motive for fresh thank- 
fulness, and the means of cheering the 
animal spirit which might droop without 
it ; and both together form the best pos- 
sible exercise of practical acquiescence 
in the dispensations of God*s providence. 
Such a course of discipline may be long, 
may be painful, but it is not grievous to 
bear, for it comes from God, is given in 
mercy, and is the preparation for that 
place where tears, and sorrows, and suf- 
ferings shall be no more. And may 
God grant us what we want, — that his 
will may be done by us and in us, and 
that we may be rendered fit for heaven, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



LETTER LV. 



DEATH. 



My deab Mother, 

When I look back on this day week, 

and consider that was then, as far 

as human eye could judge, as well, and 
more likely to live than I am now, and 
that she is now dead and buried : When I 
think that in that week, I had been 
visiting you, of whom no one can say 
how soon it may please God to deprive 

us ; that I had been anxious about , 

whom in my own mind I had almost 
given up: That now either of you, 
about whom I was alarmed, might out- 

T 
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live me, — I see that God's ways are not 
our ways, and that his wisdom is over 
all his works. Of course a person 
placed as I am, is not in all respects the 
best judge, of the spiritual condition of 
those about him, — but as far as I can 
judge no one could be more prepared for 
a sudden death than this young person 
was, and I pray God that all of us may 
take the warning as one sent immediate- 
ly from God to us ; sent to say unto ua, 
** Watch and pray, for ye know not the 
day, nor the hour." An old man like 

is taken away, and, it seems to be 

in the natural course of events. We 
know that death is the end of life, and wc 
seem to say, that we have many years to 
live. But this young woman was many 
years younger than either her mistress 
or her master ; and she is called away 
without a moment's notice. It makes 
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3ne feel the uncertain tenure, on which 
3very earthly blessing is held. There 
is one thought which presses itself upon 
tne. I have no doubt, as far as my judg- 
ment can go, that she is called in mercy 
— but when I look back on my own life 
and see myself, I also feel that I am 
spared in mercy, not as if I could do 
more work ; but that I may be more 
ready ; and when I look at your slow 
and gradual decay of the body^ while 
the min<l has been graciously spared, 
I cannot help being very grateful, and 
no doubt joining with you in thanking 
God, for his mercy endureth for ever. 
The more we see, the more reason we 
have fo( thanking that Almighty Being 
who governs all things. May he so 
guide us through things temporal, that 
we may never lose the things eternal. 
Sft prays your affectionate son. 

T 2 



LETTER LVI, 



SUDDEN DEATH, 



My dear Mother, 

There is one advantage in the 
changes and chances of this world, with 
which we are surrounded, which shows 
at once strongly the wisdom and mercy 
of God, and convinces every thinking 
mind, that the whole world and all its 
concerns are under the guidance of a 
power better and greater than ourselves. 
I mean the effect produced in our minds 
by unforeseen misfortunes, of making 
us cast all our care on Him who careth 
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for lis. We are always disposed to trust 
to ourselves, and our own strength. God 
will not suffer us to trust to ourselves. 
However much we may have been favour- 
ed, we behold the earthly confidence of 
others so suddenly cut down, that we see 
that we too may be deceived, if we rely 
on any worldly support; but such a con- 
viction does not drive the Christian to de- 
spair, — -far from it, it only makes him 
cling with more earnestness to the Sa- 
viour. That which would alarm the young 
person, only makes the infant hide its 
face in its nurse's bosom. Those sudden 
and unforeseen catastrophes which would 
terrify the man of this world, only bid 
the man who has a better hope, depend 
on God with more unqualified confidence. 
I own that I was very forcibly struck 
by the unexpected loss, which poor 
has sustained ; he seemed blessed 
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in this life, with all that hutnan being 
could wish for, and all i& gone in one 
moment. The joy which he might 
have felt in his children/ must be very 
much deadened by the fefelingy that they 
may probably inherit that i^d constitu- 
tional malady, which deprived them of 
their mother. What can support a man 
under such circumstances T-^vierily^ there 
is but one thing, and that is ihith, and 
that which clearly shows the neceissity 
of this faith, is the very thing which, 
humanly speaking, is likely to augment, 
and to create the faith which is required; 
all other hopes are gone, and we find 
one great hope more sure and certain. 
It has pleased God to expose you to one 
or two sudden losses. I cannot call 

the death of sudden ; we had all 

looked forward to it as possible, and 
latterly as probable ; but the other must 
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have been very unexpected, and the fate 

of must have been very sudden to 

yon all. Now the point to which I 
wish to turn your mind, is God's mercy 
in all this; the very sudden and unex- 
pected nature of all this, has the ten- 
deocy of drawing the mind more closely 
to our one and great hope, and I trust 
that it has done so in your case. I trust 
that all these events are preparing you 
for that separation, which must ere long 
take place. If it please God to spare 
you and us,— why should I omit us ? — , 
We may meet this summer again, aadJ 
spend some time together. I hardly vemi 
ture to form plans about this, but still i 
God so please, we may enjoy each other's 
society again, and if not, God's will bel 
done; we have been greatly favoured, and J 
ought to be very thankful, and 1 cannot 1 
help hoping that these mournful events ] 
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with which you have been overtaken, 
will prove a blessing in a spiritual point 
of view, by preparing the mind for the 
reality of that change which will come 
ere long, and which, while we perceive 
its approach, we cannot realize in our 
own minds. In the hour of death, and in 
the day of judgment, there is nothing 
on which we can rest but Christ Jesus 
our Saviour ; but we turn away the eye 
from the hour of death, and God is mer- 
cifully pleased, through means of these 
events, to bring it close home to us. 
May we behold his mercy and thank 
him. 



LETTER LVII. 



SUDDEN DEATH. 



My DEAR Mother, 

Since I last wrote to you, it has 
pleased Almighty God to bring you very 
near to the gates of death. And as far 
as I can understand the nature of your 
late attack, I think we may learn one 
thing, that whenever it shall please God 
to take you out of this world, it will 
probably be by a departure, in which 
you will be hardly sensible of the great 
change which is taking place. If in 
these things we had a choice, I own I 
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should rather prefer a death accompa- 
nied by suffering, to one which is at- 
tended with insensibility ; but we have 
no choice, and that mercy which would 
forgive a servant, dying in the act of 
prayer, will pardon one who dies in 
such a condition, that he cannot pray. 
In all things while we retain our fecul- 
ties, may God give us grace to pray that 
his will may be done in us, and by us. 
My prayer for you was tbiBit God would 
do what was best for you^ ahd I trust 
that the prayer was heard and. axis wered. 
The only Christian grace to which a 
person can be called, who is und^r your 
circumstatices, is patience-^submissive 
acquiescence in the will of God. Wait- 
ing still upon God, trying to feel sure that 
He who ordereth all things, will order for 
us all things better than we should if we 
had the management of them^ If we 
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had a choice, I said I should prefer a 
deaili hi which I was possessed of all my 
faculties. God may see many reasons 
in your case, why it should not be so. 
God's ways are the best ways. There 
is much pain of body often saved by in- 
sensibility. We may escape that tempta- 
tion to itnpatience, which a long course 
of suffering might expose us to. There 
naay be many other blessings of which 
we know nothing. God's will be done ! 
Our hope is built on Christ, and Christ 
only. It is not our last prayers, or our 
last thoughts which shall waft us to 
heaven, but the blood of that Saviour 
who hath purchased heaven for us ; and 
perhaps the very conviction on your 
mind, that you may probably die with- 
out having all your faculties about you, 
may be the very means, which Christ 
hath ordained, by which he may lead 
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you fully and entirely to trust your case, 
your eternal safety to him. We cannot 
always see why God orders this or that, 
but we have been able to see all our 
lives, that whatever God has ordered 
has always proved best for us, and no 
doubt it will do so for the time to come ; 
only let us be found watching. God 
has always been very merciful to us, 
doubtless he will continue so to us. The 
Lord bless you and keep you. The 
Lord make the light of his countenance 
to shine upon you, and give you peace 
now and for ever more. Thus prays. 



LETTER LVIIL 



ETERNAL LIFE IS THE GIFT OF GOD, &C. 



My dear Mother, 

I HAVE had occasion to-day to examine 
the text, **The wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord,*' and I cannot 
help thinking what a comfort this decla- 
ration is, when one thinks of making 
up that last account, which is to be 
rendered before the judgment-seat of 
Christ. 

It is very useful to press on the pro- 
fligate, that the wages of sin is death : 
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that misery is the natural consequence 
of sin — the fruit of it, the wages of it. 
When we have in any degree entered 
into the path of God's commandments, 
this great truth strikes us at every 
turn — some old sin of one's own, finds 
us out continually. Some evil temper 
or passion has too much power over us, 
through the power which we have given 
it, from our own giving way to it. I am 
sure I find this constaatly, and I pre- 
sume that others do so too. The more we 
strive, the more knowledge we obtain of 
the purity of God's law, the more con- 
vinced are we of our own want of holi- 
ness. Where then is this to end ? Who 
then can be saved? With man it is impos- 
sible. With God all things are possible. 
Eternal life is the gift of God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. If eternal life 
with reference to myself, be to be obtain- 
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ed iu any way, — on any conditions-r^I 
can have no hope ; but God's mercy may 
gjcant it me. The more I look back, the 
more do I see my own unworthiness, 
and God's mercy. My own unworthi- 
ness would lead me to despair^ but every 
iiistance of my own sin furnishes me 
with the remembrance of another in- 
stslnce, wherein God has 3hown mercy 
towardsr me. Notwithstanding this sin, 
God has, not cast me off. Notwithstand- 
ing thi$ si^ God has made me partaker 
of the Christian hopes of pardon through 
nay Redeemer. Every past offence of 
irty own, is one more proof of God's 
numberless loviug^kindnesses^<^gives me 
Qiie reasoa more for hoping that he who 
has bestowed so majay favours, wUl not 
deny tijat greatest of all fayours* even 
the free and unmerited gift of eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ our. Lord. I 
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cannot even hope that I shall be made fit 
for the presence of an all-pure God, or see 
how it can be effected ; but I can see vvhy 
an all-merciful God should grant me 
(when I know that he has already given 
so many) one favour more, one greater 
than any other, even the gift of eternal 
life. My prospect now depends not on 
my goodness, but on God's goodness. My 
eye turns to heaven, and not to the dark 
region of my own heart. The thoughts of 
God's increasing kindnesses, though they 
make my own conduct appear worse, 
render my prospects for the time to come, 
more favourable — and every page of the 
Bible gives a fresh reason to hope. How 
little do they think of the real state of 
the case, who would build their hopes 
upon themselves. I often think with won- 
der on this blindness, and yet it is very 
hard not to be guilty of it ; and here too 
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IS another advantage of the text. Eter- 
nal life is not our wages, blessed be 
God ;•— it is not our wages, but the free 
gift of God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; and God grant that you and I 
may so obtain it. 



u 



LETTER LIX. 



DAY OP JUDGMENT. 



My dear Mother, 

I DO not know how I can spend 
the hour which remains to me, before 
I go to bed, more profitably than by 
writing to you on some religious subject; 
and the point to which I wish to direct 
my thoughts is the Day of Judgment, 
such as it shall appear to the servant of 
Christ, to the sheep. Full as one's mind 
now is, of one's own sins, I can hardly 
conceive but that the day of judgment 
must in some degree be a day of terror ; 
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but when we consider who shall then be 
our judge, I hope the terror will be 
changed into love. He shall come to 
judge us, who first came to save us. He 
shall come to sit in judgment on you 
and me, who so loved us that he left the 
joys of heaven for a season, — left that 
glory which he had enjoyed from all 
eternity, — became a poor human being 
like ourselves, — passed a life of degra- 
dation in order that he might recover us 
from our degradation. He came to suffer 
that we might not suffer what we have 
deserved. He came to partake in the 
human nature that we might be made 
partakers of the divine nature. He died 
for us once, that we might not die eter- 
nally. We have tried to serve him,' 
though we have not been faithful ser- 
vants. We have tried to do his will, 
though much of our own wicked way- 
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ward will has been joined with it. God 
has graciously allowed us to promote 
the cause of Christ, though we nmst 
confess, that we ought to have done it 
with much more zeal, with much more 
earnestness. When I look at all these 
points, I cannot help hoping that the 
grace of God will enable us to look at 
the day of judgment with joy and hope, 
-^hope in the Lord Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Then too the mind cannot 
help looking forward to those whom we 
may hope to meet. First, there will be 
the little flock of Christ, selected out of 
every country and every language, but 
then joined together by one blessed band 
of union. '* It was Christ that saved 
us." *' Not unto us, Lord, not unto 
us, but unto thy name be the praise." 
Then particularly we shall meet those 
who have aided us in our Christian 
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course : those who, under God, have coi 
tributed to our eternal happiness. And 
here, my dear mother, I should not be 
acting honestly if I did not thank God 
for having been born of Christian parents, 
who brought me up in the school of 
Christ. Christ's servants are but earthen 
vessels after all ; but Christ's servants 
are Christ's servants : and I here thank 
God for all who, under his gracious pro- 
vidence, have contributed to prevent me 
from being worse than I am. God knows 
how much reason I have to lament my 
neglect of those means which he has 
granted me ; " but by the grace of God 
I am what I am." But I cannot he! 
thinking of the joy which shall arise 
the minds of different Christians who 
shall find that they have proved the 
mutual means of helping each other to 
that glorious consummation which has 
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ended in their being admitted into hea- 
yen. How two such souls shall join in 
then thanking God for his mercy be- 
stowed upon them ! Then also shall we 
behold those who have gone before us in 
the Christian race: prophets, apostles, 
saints, and martyrs. It must \}e. a gb- 
rious change which the Holy Spirit ef 
God shall make in our heiuts, when we 
shall be rendered fit fw that bkssed 
company. Their writings and their ex- 
ample have been among the blessed 
means of leading us to glory. The Holy 
Ghost shall have sanctified even our 
hearts, so that we shall be made fit to 
meet them. To meet Abraham, and 
David, and St. Paul, and Bishop Lati- 
mer. What a glorious thought it is! 
Then too we may see some whom we 
have been enabled to influence for good, 
and their prayers for us may have proved 
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the secret cause of much blessing upon I 
us. These are perhaps too glorious 
thoughts ; and the consciousness of sin 
which still exists within us would cut 
short such weighty ideas : and perhaps 
we are induced to doubt of our being 
pardoned. Thank God! there are com- 
forts for us, even when we tremble and 
doubt. We may look at the woman 
taken in adultery ; Christ pardoned her. 
We may look at David ; God was gra- 
cious to him even in his sin. We may 
look at St. Paul ; he was made the 
blessed instrument of extending that 
kingdom which he had once persecuted. 
May God give us grace to look at, and 
to think of, these things, and may our 
hearts be lifted up and cleansed, through , 
Jesus Christ our Lord. So prays. 




LETTER LX. 



HEAVEN. 



My dear MotheBi 

' I HAVE been reading the last chap- 
ter of the Revelations, and I will take 
it as my topic of communication to you : 
perhaps you may like to read it over 
before you begin, that our thoughts may 
be turned to the same point. Much 
of the Revelations is obscure, — ^inuch 
which I am sure I do not understand ; 
but I never read over the book with- 
out feeling my heart as it were lifted 
up towards something higher, by the 
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contents of it. The chapter before us 
contains a special account of heaven, 
and I would draw your attention to the 
advantage which the matured Christian 
may derive from such a description. The 
very thought of the joys and glories of a 
future state makes every one say within 
himself, " Watch and pray," lest an offer 
having been made unto thee of entering 
in, thou shouldest have excluded thyself 
by thy own sins. Watch, by looking 
into yourselves, by examining your own 
hearts, lest there should be any thing 
there which so defileth that thou mayest 
be found unworthy to be admitted to 
those blessings which are thus pictured 
before thee. Pray that thou mayest be 
made partaker of joys so glorious, so 
graciously held up before thy view. 
The looking at such joys ; the praying 
for such joys, is one step, and a great 
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step, to laying up a treasure in heaven. 
It IB not quite the same thing, but it is 
very like it ; it is a very ^ttsA mews 
tcywards it. The saying within the heart, 
O that I were admitted into such a faiessed 
state!— is one step towards betng admit- 
ted. Till the Spirit of God had worked 
on our hearts, there was no such longing. 
The immortality which most men seek is 
immortality on earth. But, fdrther, tbe 
reading sirch desoriptionisi supports tbe 
mind under afflictions. It has pleased 
Almighty God to free you from most of 
those external trials which harass many 
of his servants. As far as human eye 
can go, there are none of the worldly 
concerns of yourself and children, which 
you would venture to wish to be much 
altered. God has been very gracious to 
us all. Would that we had been as 
thankful as he has been kind. But still 
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there must be sometimes events which 
will discompose the mind ; and how 
does it relieve the raind to think of hea- 
ven and the time when we may be call- 
ed there. If we could but use this 
thought properly, the thought of heaveai 
is perhaps a still more powerful preser- ' 
vative in the hour of trial or temptation. 
The discomposure arising from worldly 
considerations ; the desire of obtaining 
something which we long for ; the fear 
of losing something which we have been 
anxiously seeking, would often turn us 
aside from our duty ; and it is at this 
moment in particular that the thought-! 
of heaven is calculated to aid 
Worldly things are, in so great a degreef i 
of consequence to us, that it is not argw- J 
ment which can prevent us from esteem 
ing them of importance ; but when i 
think of heaven and the glories of i 
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nity, the mind returns to its wonted 
soundness^ and is enabled to judge t)f 
the objects of sight and faith duly and 
fairly. Earthly things by themselves 
look very important : when placed by 
the side of heavenly things we see thdr 
real magnitude. Thus it is that by the 
foresight of heaven God enables us to 
overcome the love of the world, and by 
the reading such descriptions of heaven 
as the Scriptures contain, we obtaib 
the desire of heaven and the hope of 
going there. I need not say that the 
mere reading does not produce the ef- 
fect ; but God is of his mercy, pleased to 
confer a blessing on the reading. It fills 
the mind of the believer with hope and 
gratitude; — ^gratitude for having deli- 
vered us from what we were by nature, 
from what we are through our own 
wickedness and infirmities, and brings us 



"h as ^^^ 
lea- ^^ 



to a spiritual frame of mind, if not qui 
such as we ought to be of, yet such as 
makes us trust that God's Spirit is work- 
ing in our hearts, — and the hope of hea- 
ven, the hope that God's grace is sancli 
fying us and preparing us for heaven, i 
in itself a very purifying hope. " Every 
man that hath this hope purifieth him- 
self even as He is pure." It turns the 
mind to all activity in the cause of God. 
The work which God gives us to do, in 
different portions of our lives, is very 
different. The active exertions of an 
old person can never be very great ; but 
we have ten thousand little evils in our- 
eelves. Evil habits of self-indulgence, 
evil tempers, evil passions, all which are 
stronger in our age, perhaps, than be- 
fore, and therefore more difficult to be 
cured ; and the work which God has 
{pven you to do, now, is to endeavour to 
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^^icate these. The striving so to do ; 
tbe endeavour to advance in perfection^ 
to do the work of the Lord, whateva? 
that worik is, is in itself a very sanctify^ 
ing task. We try i^nd we fail. We try 
again, and we pray, and we feel our 
weakness. For myself, nothing ever 
convinced me of my ntter weakness to 
do », tirng of m,«lf, by my ow» 
power, but the failure with which such 
attempts have been attended — I may 
say, invariably attended. Such failures 
turn us to the " Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sins of the world." 
They turn us to the Holy Spirit of God, 
who sanctifieth the elect people of God. 
They turn us to seek for higher and 
holier strength than that which belongs 
to ourselves, and which alone cometh 
from that heaven where the servants of 
God long to be. May God of his mercy 
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it that we who must soon part on 
li, may soon meet again in that 
56, where they " shall see his face," 
'^ his name shall be in their fore- 
ds." 



THE END. 
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